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EXPLANATION — 
or THE DI, 
SEVENTY WEEKS 


OF DANIE L, 
'AND OF THE 
SEVERAL $ECTIONS 


OF THESE 
SEVENTY WEEKS: 


IN WHICH rs SHOWN, 


That the Dates of the Hiſtorical Events that were 
to aſcertain the various /Era's of the Prophecy 
have been intentionally miſtated in Josxphus, 
to prevent the Application of the Weeks to 
Cas1sT as the Mrsstan; and that the Credit 

en to theſe Impofitions, has hitherto prevented 


the * 2 | 4 
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AN EXPOSITION 
OF THE: 


CHRONOLOGY or THE JEWISH JUDGES, 


WITH TABLES ILLUSTRATING Torn SUPJECTS 
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By Joun CAVERHILL, M. N. F. R TY 
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DANIEL, CARAT. IX. 


24 Seventy weaks are determined upon thy people, and 
upon thy holy city, to finiſh the tranſgreſſion,, and to 
make an end'of ſins, and to make reconciliation for ini- 
quity, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and to 
ſeal up the viſlon and prophecy, and to * the moſt 
holy. 
25 Know therefore atd itn that from the going 
forth of the commandment to reſtore aud to build Jeru- 
talem, unto the Meſſiah the prince, ſpall be ſeven weeks; 
and threeſcore and two weeks the ſtreet ſhall be built 
again, and the wall, even in troublons times. | 
26 And after threeſcore and two weeks ſhall MeMah be 
cut of, but nat for himſelf; and the people of the prince 
that ſhall come, ſhall deſtroy the city, and the ſanfluary, 
and the end thereof ball be with a food, and unto the 
end of the war deſolations are determined, 
47 And he ſhall confirm the covenant with many for one 
week ; and in che midſt of the week he ſhall cauſe the 
_ / Gherifice- and the ablation to ceaſe, and for the overſpread- 
. Ing of abominations, he (ball make # deſolate, even . 
til the conſummation, and AR hank 
ed upon the deſolate. 


1 hes den wfacd 6s ende ani th in this 


prophecy, as ſignifying 7 yeats, upon which 
principle, the 70 weeks have been made 


490 years, the 62 434, and the 7 weeks 49 
„ |. (years, 


vi. 6. 


12 1 

years. This idea of explanation ſeems to have 
been ſuggeſted from the impoſſibility of ex- 
plaining the weeks by the ſuppoſition of each 
being only 7 days; and from a paſſage in Eze- 
kiel, in which as it appears, a day is appoint- 
ed for a year, that a week might therefore be 
ſubſtituted for 7 years. In the courſe of this 
expoſition, the idea will be demonſtrated to be 
true. 1 

No decree to reſtore Jeruſalem is prefixed by 
Daniel, as a date to the 50 weeks. But from 
the general ſcope of the prophecy, fuch a date 
is underſtood. And indeed, without the evi- 
dence of a decree for a date, the weeks could 
not poſſibly be ſhewn to have any preciſe termi- 
nation; as the proof of their being deſtined to 
end at a particular event, muſt depend upon 
a decree appearing preciſely 70 werks from 
the event. Now there are ſeveral ſuch decrees 
in ſcripture, Cyrus gave one, Darius another, 
and Artaxerxes gave two. As there were how- 
ever three Perſian kings of the name of Darius, 
and three of the name of Artaxerxes, and no 


mark of diſtinction is affixed either to the 


Darius or the Artaxerxes in ſcripture, it is 
neceſſary to ſhow how theſe two kings are diſtin- 


guiſhed from all the other kings of Perſia of the 
ſame name, | | 


— \ 
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Tis reign. of Se in \the preceding table, 
is according, t0 Xenophon. —=—— The liſt- of 
the geber. kiogy. is taken, from. Proleny's ca 
non The, lift of. the. high prieſts, from 
the, N Paſchale; dug Alexandrimm. 
The cable  fheyrs. that, the temple was: finiſhes, 


under * Dato] is, becauſe Jeſhua che high 
pricfh, who returoed. from the captivity in the 
firſt of Cyrus, and lived from thence till the order 
came, to .figith. the iemple from 2. king n | 
Darius, appears, in the table facing Darius 
Hyttaſpis, and no other Darius „ as, the, years. 
berween the firſt of Cyrus and the vi of Darivs, 
are 


6 


ate not included by this chronicle in Jeſhua' * 
| reign, ſeemingly becauſe the high prieſt was not 
conſidered as reigning before the exiſtence of the 
temple, lo 0 conformity to the chronicle, Je- 
ſnua's reign begins in the vi of Darius in 
preference to the firſt of Cyrus; and as Eliaſhib 
was high prieſt when Nehemiah came to Jeruſl- 
lem, and. appears in this table high prieſt in 
the reign of Artaxerxes I. of conſequence, this 
ſhows that Nehemiah - Was LIED es 
by ATTAXETYES . 


— — ———ä— — 


—— 


the vii of an Artaxerxes, and Nehemiah in the 
xx, and Ezra and Nehemiah were at Jeruſa- 
lem together in the xx, above all, "as ft ex. 
preſsly appears from Joſephus, that EIA Wag 
appointed governor in the vñ of che ſain King 4 
who appointed Nehemiah; it bene nee 
to have been untverfalhy belle ved ini ay”. 
of Christianity, for 1550 ytars pale; thit Erft 
cominiffioty was given "thirtgen years biföle Ne” 
hemiah, by the ſame Kridxerits Uf Affe 
Nehemiah," SSptis mont {vil Bis. e 10 
"The Hiſtory of Excl Yori "nag g 
dice wmetigft the books of ſeriptüre, before Ne- 
hemia's z but this is no o argurent to prove his g go- 
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vernment Was the firſt, becauſe it is obvious 
that all the books of holy writ are not placed 
in chronological order; nor is there more evi- 
dence to this point from Ezra's being comm. 
ſioned in the vii and Nehemiah: in the "xx 
of an Artaxerxes for though this circumſtance 
would have been concloſive in determining 
Ezra $ commiſſion: the firſt, if there had only 
been one Artaxerxes, yet as there” are three 
kings of - this name, "Nehemiah * may have 
been appointed in che Xx of one, and Ezra 
in the vii of another. Nothing is neceſſary 
w be ſaid to the circymſtance of Ezra's being 
ar  Jerafalem with Neſemich. as he 1 might be 
there ky. Nehemiah ; and alſo bave been go- 
either after, or before. Nehemiah, 
: Joſephus indeed, has recorded © that Ezra | 
Was before Nehemiah, and under Xerxes, the 
Lame king, whom he has made to appoint t Ne- 
bern! but by the following circumſtances, 
whigh 6 are ext; extradted' from the books of Ezra, 
and Nehemiah, it will appear that Ezra.could 
nat have been before Nehemiah. 5 


When Ezra came to Jeruſalem as governor, | 
ir i paniculuriy mentioned, that be entered the 

chamber of Johanan, the fon of Eliaſhib, . 
was however only the e of Eliaſhib, ſee- 


ing 


13 ). 
ing it appears by 1 genealogies. of the high 
prieſts, that Johanan was the ſon of Jojada the 
ſon of Eliaſhib, but it is the practice in che books 
of Ezra and Nehemiah, to abbreviate pedigrees, 
and make a man the ſon gf another, thaugh many 
generations interveened. When Nehemiah came 
to Jeruſalem in the xx of Artaxerxes, he is not 
obſerved to have any intercourſe either with Jo- 
hanan or with Joiada, Johanan's father, but with 
Eliaſhib the grandfather | Ken which it kh 
Artaxerxes was two generations : before Jam, 
had it not alſo been obſerved, that after the xxxii. 
of Artaxerxes, when Nehemiah returned, the 
ſecontl time to Jeruſalem, he then For the firſt 
time mentions the ſons of Joiada: though therefore 
from this circumſtance. it cannot be inferred; 


Ezra was in the 3d generation after, Nehemiah, | | 


yet as the g grandſons were conternporary with the 

end of Nehemiah' $ government, and the grand- 
father wiel the beginning of it, whereas, the 
grandfon * Was contemporary wich the ie beginping 
of Ezr2's, this ſhews that the beginning of Ezra“ 3 


yas after the beginning of Nehemiah's, AV 


As Nehemiah in the 20th of / Artazerxes ſpeaks 
of the gründfather, but never mentions the 
prandchiltiren, till after the xxxii of the king, 
Mis intimates that they were children in the xx, 


and 


| (Anu) 

and ſcarely born in the vil of the king. Accor- 
dingly it appears by the liſt of the jewiſn high 
prieſts, that the laſt.year of Johanan's prieſthood 
ſtands 141 5 years after the vii of Artaxerxes I; 
and therefore i it is not to be ſuppoſed that Johatian 
was born in the vii of Artaxerxes I, becauſe 115, 
tho? a poſſible, is not a common age. When Ezra 
however came to Jeruſalem, Johanan was not 
only born, but at man's eſtate, becauſe it is pars 
ticdlarly mentioned that-Ezra entered the cham; 
ber of Johanan, Ezra Chap. "' Wo then it | 
can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed that Johanan ys born 
in the vii of Artaxerxes,]. becauſe by this ſuppo- 
fition his, life is prolonged to 118 1 ſtill leſs can 
it be ſuppoſed he was fo grown, up in: the. vit of 
Artaxerxes 14<:as to. have a chamber, becauſe by 
this | it. woſt neceſſarily follow. heilived-4+5: years 
after he was grown up... In order: ho gemoyve: dhe 
| improbabjliry, Johanan muſt therefqre vþe:.cou 
ſidered, zy nor having, been of . age, ig-the- vii ol 
Artaxer hs 1, which, was 41 years-aefprs, hi 
death, bot in the, yi of Artazernes: Io which 
appears by the table quly.55;years, or in Ie 
of Artagerxes. III. which, was ng more than 9 
Fears, before Johannan's death, and theze is no iw 
probs ad e ee wY 9 yoars aft 
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urea up. 1 ſeeing Ezra at his ar- 
rival in Jeruſalem, entered Johanan's chamber, 
and it appears that Johanan could not have had 
a chamber before the vii of Artaxerxes II. Ezra 
therefore, - with his commiſſion, could not have 
entered the chamber before the vii of Artax- 
erxes II. which places Ezra's commiſſion after 
Artaxerxes I. and of conſequence after Nehemiah, 
Wm ** Was . 4 wha n * 


. the prayer which Exra made upon kis 
coming to Jeruſalem, are the following words : 
| For we art bond men, yet "our God hath not for- 
ſaktn"ut in our bondage, but bath extended merey 
tou in be fight of the kings of Perſia, 16 pr give 
1 reviving, to ſet up the houſe of our Gol, 7 and 
e fcpaif thedefolatfots ibertof, and Þ pit Fr 4 
WIL i Julab und Jtruſalem, Erri Chap. I. g. 
From which words it is plain that the wall” was | 
bile when Ezra came there as governor, "Now 

as it docs not appear that the wall was ever built 
 after'it was demoliſhed! by the Babylonians, xl 
it was' but by Nehemiah, in the xx of ' Artak. * 
erxesl2\ and yet it 18" evident by Ezrts prayer 
chat it was built when he arrived at Jeruſalent as 
governor, of conſequence Ezra's commiſſion, by 
being ſubſequent to the building of the wall, was 


. fub- 


6 
ſubſequent to A rtaxetxes I. and of conkequence 
e rr e n 


Sceing in the xx of Artaxerges I. Kehe⸗ 
miah was contem porary with the grandfather, 
and not with the grand-childten, | till aftet 
the wxxit of the king, whereas Ezra was con- 
verfant with the grand- children at bis firſt 
arrival; which ſhows the beginning of Ezri's 
government vas after the end of Nehemiah, and 
that it would be prolonging Johanan's age to 
an incredible: length, to place Exra's commiſ- 
ſion before Nehemiab's:; and above all, as is 
wauld- be expreſsly cantrary to the evidence 
which appeared in Exra's prayer, it muft be al. 
loved that Exra's commiſſion was not before 
Nehemiah, as Joſcphns has afferted., Hence it 
may aceordingly be remarked, that Pare's ome. 
ſtands after Nechemiab's when both are mention- 
ed together. And all Tjracl: in the days. of Zerubs 
ball, aud in the days of Neberi . gave portions 
e Nd. xii, 27. " this ad 
Zerubbabel: in Seeing agent 15 name 
is nat only omitted before Nehemiab's, ut n 
ſerted after it; Theft were in the days of- Joiakins 
the ſon of Fozadak, and in the days of Nehemiah 
the governor, and of Ezra, the prigt, the ſeribe, 


v. 26. 


Seeing 


Bs 

Seeing it was in the vii of an Artaxerxes, 
who reigned after the firſt king of this name, 
Ezra came governor, and there were two of the 
name of Artaxerxes after Artaxerxes I. then in 
order to diſcovet which of theſe two it was who 
appointed Ezra, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that 
Ezra was at Jeruſalem with Nehemiah in the xx 
of Artaxerxes I. aſſiſting in the reformation con- 
qucted by Nehemiah, and for his excellence as a 
reader and writer in the congregation, cannot 
therefore be ſuppoſedt to have been then rouge 
than 30. Tf. ke was 30 in the xx of Artax 
erres I. and came governor in the vii of one mw 
the kings of the ſame name who reigned” after. 
wards, then he would be 76 in the vii of 
| Artaxerxes II. and 124 in the vil of Artax- 
erxes . Now as it is much more probable be 
wouts fle W 76 than to 124, and ſtil more Pro- 
—— that he would undertake? 1 goveriitient 2 
| the bie age chan it the bther; bur” above 2% as” 
124 is  foch If exorbita nt affumprivn for a un- 
known age, as can never be admitted, Exra there- 
fore dict hot tective his commiffion in the vii of 
Artaxeres irt. ſurnamed Oeckus, but in the 
vii of Artaxerxes T. ſurtamed Mnemop, and 
this fact is" ante «th i ung clit 
oh. (al Weng 
W D- i» According 
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According to o-Diodorus Sieulus, Darius No- 
thus died ſhortly after the concluſion of the pe- 
loponeſian war, which war, according to Uſher, 
ended in the 14th of April. 404, A. .C. The 
reign of Artaxerxes Il. who ſucceeded this Da- 
rius, is therefore to be ſuppoſed as having com- 
menced, at lateſt, about two or three months 
after the 14th of April. Ezra ſet out from Ba- 
bylon in the firſt of the firſt month, or toward 
the end of March, and arrived at Jeruſalem in 
the firſt of the fifth month, or toward the end 
of Auguſt, Now it is particularly to be re- 
marked, that Ezra is not ſaid to have departed 
from Babylon in the vii of Artaxerxes, It is 
only affirmed that when he reached Jeruſalem ; in 
the"5th month, it was the vii of the king. It 
accordingly may be inferred from the rule lad 
down by Diodorus Siculus, for finding, th time 
of the year in which the acceſſion of Artaxerxes 
I. fell; that the firſt and fifth Jewiſh months 
could never fall in the ſame year of Artaxetzes II. 
for the firſt month muſt have conſtant] y fallen a at 


a 


after the beginning of the year following. Ezra 
therefore avoided ſaying he ſet off from B Bab Alon 
in the vii of Artaxerxes, becauſe he did not 
part from Babylon in the vii but 3 in the vie of 
Artax- 


\ 


1 | 

Artaxerxes; and as ſome months muſt be allowed 
for the collecting of Ezra's company and pre- 
paring for their journey, and yet they were 
all ready to begin their march in the end of the 
vi of the king, of conſequence Ezra's commiſ- 
fion cannot be ſuppoſed to have been given in 
the end of the vi, but rather towards its middle 
| or beginning, | 

The king at Ezra's departure from Babylon, 
granted him all his requeſt, which ſhows Ezra 
was known to the king. It is therefore probable 
he was brought up in ſome of the offices of court, 
from whence he had been taken by Nehemiah on 
account of his excellence as a ſcribe, to write out 
and correct copies of the law, and to aſſiſt him i in 
inſtructing the congregation, and that after he 
had been employed i in theſe, offices he returned 
with Nehemiah 0 Perſia, where he continued i in 


art 


his former office til Nehemiah's death, . when þ he 
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was appointed his ſucceſſor, with however a more 
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enlarged commiſſion than had ever before been 


4 VITCIC. 


rant to any Jewiſh governor, as WM. 
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255 e Jews, appear by the, bock of Nehemiah | 
to h ave grown. ſo ayaritious after the xxxii of Ar. 


taxerxes 1. as 10 withold the portions of the 
prictts, and interrupt the ſervice of the, temple 


and tho fer this they were reproved by Neke- 
miah, 


+ 


5 


miah, yet after his death they appear to have re- 
lapſed into their former ſordid profaneneſs, or to 
have become fo really neceſſitous, as to be un- 
willing or unable to maintain either the ſervice 
of the temple, or the temple itſelf in repair; this 
ſeems to have been communicated to Ezra ig 
Perlia, who thereupon appears to have laid the 
neceſſities of his countrymen before the king, 
whoſe heart God not only moved to contribute 
a benefaction himſelf, and to recommend it to his 
ſubjects to imitate his Example, bur like wiſe to 
commiſon Ezra to carry the gift to Jerufalem | 
and to tppoint him governor of Jtidea. With 


0 this commiſſion and fre- will offering, from the 
* King, an ant the nobles, and Jews, Ezra arrived 


at Jeruſtem in the 117th year after the vi of 


Datfus Hyftaſpes, the year the temple was finiſh- 
ed, Ani when it Akt de ſuppoſed to be in want 


5 of repairs,” c. Vii. 25.” And upon the King's leu- 


chunt Feedivinig; the kitig's orders Fro: Ezra, 
Per Jurcberil ih pelle bd 1h houſe of Gu, V. 3b. 
"As notte bf che Kings of Perſia is diſtinguiſhed | 
by the name of Ahaſuerus in the greek or roman 
authors, and yet it appears from ſcripthre chat 
obe ef theſe Kings went by this names hence has 
anden a dieghey in aſcertaining ick of them 
dn Ahaſuerus who —_ Efther, | J 
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The book of Eſther begins with the words 
' Now it came to paſs. in the days of Ahaſuerus, (this 
is the Ahaſuerus which reigned from India oven un. 
10 Ethiopie, over an bundred and ſeven and twenty 
provinces)... This information of Ahafuerus reign, 
ing from India to Ethigpia being in a paren- 
theſis, it does not therefore follow that he 
reigned from India to Ethiopia at his acceſ- 
ſion. It only produces a neceſſity of con- 
cluding, that in ſome year of his reign he | 

ruled over 127 provinces, which permits the ſup- . 
poſition of his not having always ruled over ſq 
many. Accordingly | it never clearly ppeart 
he reigned | from India to Ethiopia gill the xii : 
of his reign, for his decree putting away, Vaſhti 
is is only "a to have gone into. all the 3 1 7 pe ; 
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Ay in, * X11 of his reign, theyce Darius 
Hyſtaſpes, the King, Uſher bas made Ahaſuerus, 
is excluded from being Efther's, huſband, becauſe 
the Perſians do not appear to have extended their 
zongueſts ſo far as India, till after the xii of 

Paris Hyſtaſpes. Herodor, l. iii. Blair's Chron, 
After dhe virgins were brought to en in 
N aft the gerte of Abeſurur, and 
; | when | 
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when the year of their preparatidn to meet the 
king expired, they were always brought from the 
women's houſe to the King's houſe in Shuſhan, till 
it was Eſther's turn, in the vii of the king. By 
this circumſtance it is ſhewn that Ahaſuerus kad 
reſided in the king's houſe in Shuſhan, between 
the expiration of the firſt year after his decree, 
and the vii of his reign. Xerxes therefore could 
not have been Ahaſuerus, becauſe Xerxes left 
Shuſhan in the v of his reign, and went upon 
his expedition to Greece, and did not leave Sardis 
to return to Perſia, till news came of the defeat 
of his e in the battle of Platea, which battle 


was not decided till about the middle of the vii 
year of his reign. Uper. Annal. 


In the x of Darius Nothus, Egypt. re revol 


lt 4.9 


ted from t the Perſians, and remained under a race 


VIV! 


of 1 of it own, til the 3d reign. after, Now 


s 


t lay | between India and Echiopia,, and 
none 8 OR kings e of Perſia who reigned, not over 
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Egypt, could reign ro Echiopia it follows that 
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neither Dprius Nothus, nor his ſon. and d. ſucceſſop 


Artaxerxes es II. could have been the Ahaſuerus 
who married. Either. There u remains — 
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be found; theſe two were Artaxerxes I. and Ar- 
taxerxes III. One of the two was therefore the 
Ahaſuerus who married Eſther. Now the firſt, 
together with all the other kings of Perſia, ex- 
cepting Artaxerxes III. Aar be excluded, by the 


following circumſtance recorded in the book of 
Eſther. Blair s Chron. | 


Aud Haman ſaid unto king e there i is 4 
certain people ſcattered abroad and diſperſed among 
the people in all the Provinces of thy kingdom, and 
their laws are diverſe from all people, neither keep. 
they the king's laws, therefore it is not far the. 
lings profit to ſuffer them, Eſt. iii. 8, It appears 
by this paſſage that the Jews had rebelled in 
Ahaſuerus's reign, as no other conſtruction can 
be put upon their not keeping the king's laws. 
This point is confirmed by Mordecai's injunRti- 
ons upon Eſther to conceal her kindred. Now 
it appears that the Jews had rebelled againſt 
Artaxerxes III. becauſe this king is deſeribed 
marching at the head of a great army, in the 
x of his reign, to ſubdue various rebellions 
in the weſtern parts of his empire, taking and 
deſtroying Sidon, carrying Jericho by aſſault, 
reducing Egypt which had remained indepen- 
dent during the two reigns before, and re- 
turning to Perſia in the xi of his reign, 

leading 
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leading many Jews into captivity, and then fits 
ting down in Shuſhan, to rioting and drunkenneſs, 
Ocbus the ſon of Artaxerxes making a journey into 
opt, led away certain Jetus captives z whereof 
be placed ſome in Hyrcania, near the Caſpian ſea, 
and the reſt in Babylon itſelf, where they continue 
mito this day, as many Greek writers report. SyN- 
exLLUS. Orbus, who is alſo called Artaxer- 
wes, after bis great and long war in Agypt 
was ended, carried away many of the Jews, and 
commanded them to inhabit in Hyrcania, near the 
Caſpian ſa, where they continue to this day in a 
wonderful increaſe of their flock and lineage; and 
&s it is thought, will one day break out from thence 
no fome other quarter of the world. Oxos. 
I. xxxĩ. chap. , and UsnER. As the Jews rebell- 
ed againſt Ochus, and many were in conſequence 
of that rebellion difperſed and baniſhed front 
Judea, and a rebellion and diſperſion. is men- 
tioned in Haman's accufation againſt them ; | 
ir follows, as the Jews rebelled againſt no 
other Perſtan king, excepting againſt Ochus, 
that be was the king who married Eſther, ſo 
that Mordecai had inſtructed Eſther to conceal 
der kindred, becauſe he knew they were at that 
time under the diſpleaſure of the king. And 
* | Haman 
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Haman alſo knowing of their rebellion, found- 
ed his accuſation upon it, to revive in the king's 
memory, the trouble he had experienced in re- 
ducing it; which accounts for the king's feadi- 
neſs in granting ſo bloody a requeſt as the ex- 
tirpation of a numerous people, ſering it appears 
Haman requeſted no more than a ſentence of 
death upon a race of men, the king himſelf 
the year before had paſſed a ſentence of baniſh- 
ment, | 

. Uſer has drawn an argument in favour .of 
Darius Hyſtaſpes being Ahaſuerus, from the 
name of this Darius, having before his accefſion 
been Ochus, which in Hebrew is Abaſb: and 
that the king had afterwards added the regal 
addition Veroſb. Now Artaxerxes III. was the 
only Perſian king who retained the name ol 
Ochus after his acceſſion. 

An Abaſierus is mentioned in Zzr. iv. 6. „ wh | 
has been ſuppoſed Cambyſes, the ſucceſſor of - 
Cyrus, or Smerdis who ſucceeded Cambyſes, But 
it may now bc obſerved, that as the kings of 
Perſia ſeem to have been called Abaſuerus, 
on account of their names being Ochus, and 
it appears from Valerius Maximus, that the name 

of Darius Hytaſpes had been Ochus, and there- 
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fore alſo Abaſuerus, it follows, that the Aba- 
ſuerus mentioned by Ezra, muſt have been Da- 
rius Hyſtaſpes, or the ſame Darius who per- 
mitted the temple to be finiſned. This is ac- 
cordingly illuſtrated by the book of Ezra, for 
it is ſaid, that the enemies of the Jews wrote in 
the beginning of the reign of Abaſuerus; now 
it afterwards appears, that they wrote in the 
ii year of Darius. 

After Ezra mentions Abaſuerns, he next men- 
tions another king, whom he calls Artaxerxes, 
who has alſo been ſuppoſed to be Smerdis 
or Cambyſes. In the letter to this Artaxerxes 
ſent from Judea, are the following words : The 
Jews which came up from thee to u. The Jews 
had therefore returned from captivity under this 
Artaxerxes ; now, as they returned from capti- 
vity in the reign of Cyrus, and under no other 
king till the migration under Ezra; thence it 
follows, that this Artaxerxes is only another 
name for Cyrus. It accordingly appears from 
Joſephus, to have been uſual with the Greeks 
to turn Cyrus into Artaxerxes. Xerxes was 
ſucceeded by his ſon Cyrus, whom the Grete call 4 
taxerxes. I. xi. c. 6. 

And they finiſhed the temple in the vi of 
Darius, according to the commandment of Cyrus 

and 
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and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Perfia. Ezr, 
vi. 14. By the context, however, only two 
kings commanded work to be done on the tem- 
ple, Cyrus and Darius. Yet in this paſſage, 
Artaxerxes, a 3d name is alſo introduced. Hence 
in order to reconcile the difficulty, it is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to apply this third name either 
to Cyrus or Darius: Now as the letter ſhews, 
that Cyrus was alſo called Artaxerxes, then the 
third name Artaxerxes which is introduced in 
this paſſage, is only another name for Cyrus. 
In the letter from Artaxerxes, alias Cy- 
rus, it is ſaid, why ſhould damage grow to the 
hurt of the kings. There were therefore more 
kings than one reigning at the time Cyrus wrote 
the letter of - prohibition, According to the 
book of Eſdras, Zerubbabel returned in the 
ii of Darius ; and it appears from Daniel, that 
the 70 years were juſt about their accompliſh- 
ment in the firſt of Darius, who was made king 
over the realm of the Chaldeans. The firſt of Cy- 
rus and the ii of Darius were therefore in the ſame - 
year, by which circumſtance Zerubbabel, and the 
Jews under his command, neceſſarily returned, 
both in the firſt of Cyrus and ii of Darius the 
Mede. This Darius had therefore lived till the 
125 year 
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year Cyrus wrote the letter to ſtop the work; 
and as Cyrus appears to have made him a king 
oyer Chaldea, ſo in his letter to the enemies of 
the Jews he named Darius a king as well as him- 
lf; why ſhould damage grow to the burt of the 
kings Cyrus and Darius the Mede, - 

T he account of the return from captivity ſeems 
to have been given by ſeveral perſons: in ſome 
of theſe accounts Zerubbabel's return had not 
been computed from the firſt of Cyrus but from 
the i ii of this Darius, ſeemingly by ſome Babyloni- 
an Jews over whom Darius preſided. The author 
of the book of Eſdras and Joſephus, finding two 
accounts of one return, the one account compu- 
ted from the firſt of Cyrus, the other from the 
ii of Darius, inſtead of remembering that Cyrus 
and Darius reigned together, and that the firſt of 
one and ii of the other were in the ſame year, 
have fallen into the miſtake of ſuppoſing, that as 
they were different kings, they reigned as 
different times, and having miſtaken Darius the 
Mede for Darius Hyſtaſpes ſet a return from cap- 
tivity the firſt of Cyrus, and another undeg 
| Zerubbabel in the ii of Darius Hyſtaſpes ; thug 
made two returns in ſubſequent years, out of the 
one return that is mentioned in ſcripture, 


de 
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The Seventy Weeks. 
DANIEL CHAP. ix. 24 


Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, and upan ** 
holy city, to finlſh the tranſgreſſion, and to make an end 
of ſins, and to make recanciliation for i iniquity, and to bring 
in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the vita and 


prophecy,” and to anoint the moſt holy. 


IRideaurx, Sir Iſaac Newton, and moſt Chro- 
nologers, imagined the 70 weeks foretold the 
death of Chriſt, becauſe the vii of Artaxerxes I. | 
the year in which Ezra was ſuppoſed to have 
received his commiſſion, ſtood nearly at the diſ- 
tance of 70 weeks before the year in which 
Chriſt ſuffered, But as it has appeared that Ezra 
could not have received his commiſſion i in the 
vii of Artaxerxes I. and that there was no decree 
in this year of that king, and as the weeks cannor 
be computed from a year in which there is no 
| decree, of conſequence they can neither begin i in 
the vil of 'Artaxerxes I, nor end at the crucifix- 
tion. Jilius Africanus and other ex cpolitors, in 


co nſequence 


(go -) 


conſequence of obſerving that the Hebrew word, 
which is tranſlated determined, ſignified cut out, 
concluded that part of the 20 was to be cut off; 
and therefore cut off 15 years from the 490, 
upon the ſuppoſition the weeks were ſolar time, 
and might be reduced to lunar; then computing 
from Nehemiah's commiſſion in the xx of 
Artaxerxes I, and in order the 475 years might 
end at the crucifixion, which he erroniouſly had 
placed in the xvi of Tiberius. Archbiſhop 
Uſher, finding ſome reaſon in Thucidides to ſup- 
poſe that Artaxerxes I. might begin to reign g 
years ſooner than appears to have been the caſe, 
by the expreſs teſtimony of hiſtorians, was 
led to antedate the reign of this king theſe 
9 years, which of neceſſity alſo antedated his 
XX, 9 years, or ſet Nehemiah's commiſſion 
years farther from the death of Chriſt ; he then 
computed the 70 weeks from Nehemiah's com- 
miſſion, thus antedated, that the middle of the 
laſt week might fall upon the paſſion of Chrilt, 
which was his idea of explanation, | 
Scaliger and Mede in conſequence of the Par- 
ticular application of the 0 weeks to Daniel's 
people and city, concluded that the weeks were 
therefore 


— 
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therefore an allowance of time for the exiſtence. 
of Jeruſalem, and admitted no explanation which 
did not oblige them to end at the deſtruction of 
that city by Titus Vgſpaſian ; but as no decree 
was found 70 weeks previous to that event, they 
therefore to obtain one, ſuppoſed that the temple 
was not finiſhed in the reign of Darius Hyſtaſpes, 
but in the reign of Darius Nothus; and as Ezra 
and Nehemiah were both ſubſequent to the finiſh- 
ing the temple, hence after placing this event 
under Darius Nothus, they were conſtrained to 
place Ezra and Nehemiah after Darius Notbus, 
or in the reign of his ſucceſſor Artaxerxes II. By 
this hypotheſis, they not only poſitively contra- 
dicted the evidence from the liſtof the high prieſts 
and by which alone the chronology of Nehemi- | 
ah's decree can be aſſertained, but were under the 
- neceſſity of ſuppoſing th at Jeſhua the high prieſt, 
and Zerubbabel, the governor, lived 110 years 
after they returned from captivity; and ſince 
there were ſome perſons alive in the congrega- 
tion, at the building of the 2d temple, in the 
ii of Darius, who had ſeen and remembered the 
the firſt, Hag. ii. 3. theſe perſons mult have lived 
162 years after they were of age, to ſee and re- 
member 
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member, it being this long period of time be- 
tween the deſtruction of Solomon's temple, and 
the ii of Darius Nothas, 

Seventy weeks are determined, or tut out. The 
words cut out, ſeem to have been choſen in alluſion - 
to the divided ſtate in which the weeks appear 
in the ſubſequent part of the prophecy yz for tho? 
they are now in a ſtate of unity, they are after. 
wards cut out into one week, 7 weeks and 62 
weeks, | 

Upon thy people: Iſaiah prophecied of the 
kingdom of Iſrael in the beginning of the reign 
of Ahaz, that within threeſcore and five years, 
Hall Ephraim be broken, that it be not a people. 
vii. 8. Theſe years from the firſt of Ahaz, run 
to about the xxii of Manaſſah, in which year 
the Jewiſh writers place his captivity, when it 
is ſuppoſed another captivity. alſo befel the ten 
tribes, . which reduced them afterwards to the 
forlorn condition Ifaiah's prophecy deſcribes, 
It may however be obſerved, that theſe 65 
years computed from the deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem by Titus, run to the xviii of the emperor 
Adrian, when not only the ten tribes or Ephraim, 
but the remains of the other two tribes alſo were 
finally diſperſed. As therefore no hiſtorical do- 


cuments demonſtrate the application of theſe 65 
years 


; 1 
years to the Aſſyrian captivity, and fince they 
run ſo exactly from the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
to the final diſperſion, when 59 caſtles, and 983 
towns were deſtroyed, 580000 men (lain by the 
ſword, beſides a great unknown number which 
periſhed with famine and other caſualties: it 
follows, if the 65 years had one accompl.ſhment, 
and foretold the firit diſperſion, from the firſt 
of Ahaz, that they had alſo another, and 
foretold the laſt, from the taking of Jeru- 
ſalem by Titus. Now the laſt diſperſion in the 
' xviii of Adrian, A. D. 135 and 136, is 70 
weeks from the iii of Artaxerxes Ochus, queen 
Eſther's huſband; ſo that the year the Jews 
ceaſed to be a people, is preciſely 490 years ſub- 
ſequent to. 'a commandment, not indeed to re- 
ſtore and rebuild. The angel Gabriel having 
avoided defining the nature of the date to the 
70 weeks, which leaves the reader at liberty 
to compute the 70 weeks from a decree of any 
kind. 

And upon thy holy city, It was not obſerved 
by theſe expolitors who contended that the 70 
weeks ſhould end at the deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem by Titus, that the weeks were not deter- 
mined upon thy city, but upon thy holy city, 
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which reſtrairis them from running beyond the 
holineſs of the city, Now Jeruſalem ceaſed to 
be holy before it was deſtroyed by Titus, for as 
its ſanctity proceeded from being the place of 
all the earth, in which God had choſen to be 
worſhipped, Deut. xii, and Chriſt prophecied 
to the woman of Samaria, that the hour was 
coming, when the true worſhippers would not 
worſhip the Father in Jeruſalem, .and thefe wor. 
ſhippers appeared at the rejection, of conſe- 
quence, the holineſs of Jeruſalem vaniſhed at 
the death of Chriſt, or, at lateſt, at the rejection 
of the Jews, and therefore, the weeks ought * 
not to have run beyond the rejection. It wilt 
accordingly appear, that the yo weeks, beſides 
fortelling the diſperfion, when the Jews ceaſed 
to be a people, alſo foretold the rejection, when 
Jeruſalem ceaſed being holy. | 

If the 11th and 12th chapters of the 42s be 
conſidered, it will appear, that between the re- 
jection and the death of Herod, at Cæſarea, 
Peter had only tarried a few days at Joppa, and 
gone up to Jeruſalem; news had been carried 
from Antioch to Jeruſalem, Barnabas had tra- 
velled from Jeruſalem to Antioch, thence to 
Tarſus, and with Paul back to Antioch, and 

pe | nnter 
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afcer ſtaying in that city a year, went up to Je- 
ruſalem with a donation to the church, during 
an univerſal famine, and at the time Herod was 
eaten up of worms. Allowing therefore one 
year for theſe ſeveral journies, and a greater al- 
lowance cannot be ſet upon them, as they ap- 
pear to have happened in quick ſucceſſion, this, 
with the year Paul and Barnabas ſtaid at An- 
tioch, give two years for the interval between 

the rejection and the death of Herod. 
Nou this Herod. is the ſame king whom Jo- 
ſephus calls Agrippa,\/ becauſe Agrippa was 
ſmitten with a deſeaſe that proved: mortal in 5 
days, at Cæſarea, during the flattering and 
impious ſhouts of an aſſembly of people, when 
he had reigned 4 years under Caligula, and 3 
under Claudius, in all 7. This of conſequence 

places the death of the Herod in the Acts, in 
the beginning of the fourth of Claudius, and 
the rejection about two years before the iv, or 
about the i of that emperor, which is accord- 
ingly the year in which Uſher, guided by the 
teſtimony of Joſephus concerning Agrippa's 
death, has placed the event. But, if it appears 
| that the years of Agrippa's reign are not truly 
ſtated, and that he did not die in iv, but after 
the iv of Claudius, the rejection muſt be re- 
t. moved 
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moved from the i of Claudius, and ſet pro- 
nen higher in Claudius's reign. 
The Herod in the Acts, or the Agrippa of 
Fofephus, is alſo the ſame king of the Jews, 
whom Tacitus calls Agrippa, and whoſe death 
he places-in the reign of Claudius, becauſe no 
other king of the Jews, excepting this one, 
died in Claudius reign. The Nureans and the Fews 
their kings Sobemus and Agrippa being dead, were 
added to the province of Hria. Irurieque Judeiz 
defunttis regibus, Sobemo atque Agrippa, provin- 
cies Syria addite. Annal. xii. Tacitus however 
has not recorded the death of theſe two kings, 
and the union of their ſubjects, to the province 
of Syria, in the iv of Claudius, but in the 
Confulſhip of C. Pompeius Longinus, and 1 
Veranius LONG which anſwers to the ix of 
Chudius. 
Jolptius't Xx, c. 1, relates that . 
upon Agrippa's death, and i in relpeR t to his me- 
mory, ſent Caffius Longinus to govern Hria in 
the om of Merſus, becauſe Agrippa when | 
living, bad often ſolicited his removal from 
that government. Now Tacitus alſo mentions 
Caſtus Longinus in Hria, but then the Fear, in 
which he is 'firſt mentioned by Tacitus, is the 
ix of they the fame year in which he 
has 
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bas recorded Agrippa's death. And as Tacitus 
alſo mentions Marſus, as governor of Syria, in 
the vii of Claudius, or in the conſulſhips of 
C. Valerius Afaaticus, and Valerius Mzſſala ; 
thence it is evident, that we obtain two kinds 
of proof from theſe two Syrian Governors, of 

Agrippa not having been dead in the year Jo- 
ſephus has aſſigned; for if according to Joſe? 
phas, Marfus had been removed at Agrippa's 
death, and it appears from Tacitus, that Mar- 
ſus was till governornor of Syria, in the vii 
of Claudius: it follows, Agrippa could not have 
been dead in the iv, but muſt have lived to 

the'vii of Claudius. And if according to Jo- 
ſephus, Ca us Longinns ſucceeded Marſus upon 

Agrippa's death, and Tacitus alſo firſt mentions 
Caſſius in Syria, in the ix of Claudius, the 
ſame year in which he records Agrippa's death, 
thence again is intimated, that Agrippa hag not. 
died till the ix of Claudius. 

Cuſpius Fadus, according to Joſephus, was, 
appointed procurator of Judea upon Agrippa 8, 
death: who after ſettling a diſpute between the 
inhabitants of Peræa and Philadelphia, and 
clearing Judea of robbers, ſummoned the ma - 
giſtrates and chief prieſts of Jerulalem, as, had 
been commanded him by the emperor Claudius, 

and 
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and informed them it was the emperor's will, 
that the ſtole and ornaments of the high prieſts 
ſhould be kept in the tower of Antonia, which 
had been formerly done by Vitellius. Tit Jews 
who dared not diſobey the command, yet requeſt- 
ed they might be allowed to petition the empe- 
ror, that theſe things might remain in their 
own keeping and this requeſt they obtained 
of Fadus, and allo from Longinus, who had 
come to Jeruſalem with a number of troops from 
Syria, fearing leſt the requiſition which Fadus 
was to male, might raiſe diſturbances. An 
embaſly, of the Jews was accordingly diſpatched 


to Rome, and an Anſwer, granting their 


Petition. written by the Emperor himſelf, hav- 


i ing the following Superſcription and Concluſion 


Fas ſe ſent back to Jeruſalem ; : 


: 1 Claudius, Ceſar, cn 7 715 Pot. v. 


"© Conſul IV. Emperor p 12 Father of his coun- 


* 6c ity, to the magiſtrates, ſenators, and Peaple 


=" Fog Tealth.” 


1 heals mar | doe 7 
— gms 66 Now 1 we ren * 
cheſe things to Cuſpius F adus my procurator, 
* The names of them that brought me your, lets 
* 2 ter, 


« of Jeruſalen, and the whole: of 4 nations 
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« ter, are Cornelius, the fon of Cero; Trypho, 
« the ſon of Theudio; Dorotheus, the fon of 
_ Nathaniel; and John, the fon of John. This 
« letter is dated the day before the gth of the 
6 calends of July, Rufus and . . | 
nus being Conſuls.” | 

As it appears that Claudius was four times 
conſul, before he wrote this letter, and he did 
not enter his fourth conſulſhip, till A. D. 47. 
and into his fifth, till A. D. 51, of courſe it 
was written in the interval between A. D. 47 
and 31, and the other date of Emperor X. as 
well as the names of the Conſuls, confirm this, . 
for the x of Claudius fell in A. D. zo, anll : 
though no ſuch two conſuls as Rufus and Sy J. 
vanus are in the Faſti Conſulares in one year, yer 
Pompeius was conſul in 49, and Rufus in A. D. 
50, which intimates that one of the conſuls died 
or reſigned i in 50, and that Pompeius acted in his 
I room for the reſt of that year, Now as this let- 
; ter was written in conſequence of an empally, 
which was ſent as Fadus entered his government, 


then it implies Agrippa had not been dead more 
than a year, at the time it was written, for al- 
lowing one month for the news of Agrippa's 
death to be carried to Claudius, another for 
Claudius ts appoint Fadus, two months for 
| Fadus 


| | ( 42 ) 
Fadus to come to Paleſtine, and ſix months for 
the delays of Fadus, in his progreſs through 
Judæa to Jeruſalem, and for the march of Lon- 
ginus and the troops from Syria; two months 
for the deputation to be formed: and ſent to 
Rome, where they received this letter, ſtill as 
this letter is dated July A. D. 30, the death of 
Agrippa cannot be further back, than a year be- 
fore July 30, or in A. D. 49, which is accord- 
ingly the year in which it is {et by Tacitus. So 
' that the aſſertion of Joſephus, that Agrippa on 
reigned three years under Claudius, is rendered 
| inadmiſſible by this narration in Joſephus him- 
ſelf,” as it implies that 6 years were ſpent before 
Fadus, after being appointed procurator, arrived 
at Jeruſalem with. the emperor's commands? 
about the keeping of the veſtments of che high 
prieſt. a 18 ens mu 
Joſephus, in e 1 x. e. RY that 
Tiberius. Alexander, ſucceeded che prggurator 
Fadus, and that Cumanus ſucceeded. Alexander. 
and then adds that Herd the King of Chalqis, 
died in the eighth of Claudius; ſo that Cumanus 
the third precurator, had come to Paleſtine, and. 
his two. predeceſſors been removed by chr eig 
of Claudius. Now the foregoing letter 9 Claus, 
dius, written in the tenth of his reign, is direct- 


ed 
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ed to Fadus the firſt procurator, by which it is 
evident,” that ſo far from the third being remov- 
ed by the eighth of Claudius, the fir# was not 
removed in the tenth of that emperor. So that 
there ſeems to hive been an endeavour in the 
text, to make it be believed that Fadus was re- 
moved from his government ſooner than he re- 
ally vent; but that the perſon who attempted 
this, had either overlooked, or dared not alter: 
the dates of Claudius' letter. Now the effect of 
removing not only Fadus, but his ſucceſſor alſo, 
out of Judæa, before the eighth of Claudius, 
confirms the reader in the belief, that the year” 
in which Agrippa is ſaid by Joſephus to have 
died, was the right year; for ſeeing Fadus did 
not come, into Judea till after Agtippa's death, 
and that he acted as procurator ſometime be - 
fore T. Alexander, and he ſometime before 
Cumanus, and yet that Cumanus came by the. 
eighth of Claudius, there could remain no duubt 
of Agrippa having * (ws Ret WT 
befote the eighth. *. uh 
Hence it appears, that the- Joſepltiv bn 
with Tacitus upon the year of Agrippa's death, 5 
and the year of the removal of Marſus from 8. 
ria, and the year of the appointment of Longi- 

ms 10 * his ſucceſſor, yer a his fubſequenrs 


G | narrative 
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narrative concerning Fadus, better agrees with 
the account of the year of Agrippa's death, as 
recorded by Tacitus, than by himſelf, and the 
dates of the letter from Claudius flatly .contra- 
dicts his own narrative concerning the procura- 
tors, and prove Tacitus to be right; thence. it 
follows, that Joſephus unknowingly . becomes 
an evidence to the veracity of the Roman hiſto- 
rian, which of conſequence proves, that Herod 
Agrippa did not die in the iv, but in the ix 
of Claudius. Hd en 0 

It appears by the wank; of Aa, there, was an 
univerſal famine ia the reign of, Claudius, and 
at the time of Herod's death. Nom according to 
Euſebius Chronicle, there was a great famige 

in Cnece, in the x, and another at Rome 
in dhe xi of Claudius. Euſcbius did. not 
| however: conſũder cheſe years... of, famine, ...as 
percaiging to the un iyerſal faminę, ſexing he has | 
Flad the univerſal famine. predicted by Agabys 
an the; dy of, Claudius, + ang Oroſius h 281588 gone 
Bhs Jas. bur then. 3x Euſebigs has given. 7 


ee Arien of — When, 105 N che, number 
laced the jj 


il es „XX 2 


„ dh In che » of on Yo as Jo olephus had JON 
- Ala girefiegy, 1 K is thence obyious x that, Evſebius . 


eee ee of e 5 


anna IXY ee g. A 
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the death of the, king, as repreſented in Joſe- | 
phus' hiſtory, whereas it ought to have been 
regulated by the death of che king, as * 
| by Tacitus. 

Seeing the rejeftion took place about two 
years before an univerſal famine, during which, 
_ Herod was eaten up of worms; and it appears 
that this calamity befel Herod in the ix, and 
not in the iv of Claudius, as Joſephus inſinu- 
ates : it follows that the rejection happened not 
two years before the iv, but two before the ix, 
or in the vn, and not in the ii of Claudius. 
Now as the vii of Claudius is preciſely 490 
years from” the month Niſan, in the year 444. 
A. C. when Nehemiah was appointed by At- 
taxerxes I. to repair Jeruſalem, of conſequefice 
"there Was Hör önly a decree 50 weeks from the 
Fear the Jews ceafed to be 4 people, but a dete, 
Vo vecks from the year Jeruſalem ceuſed co 
be holy." This twofold application Gf che 50 
1 ccks, is ex! ibited it in the following table. The 

55 eþplicarion ſcerhs to ſpring from the Krf abd 
"ot the Kc of Aftäxefres! the reaton"1s* this 
"ths Us, 28 tndy be cullefte frond — 
bie 18 1% January, bar ſometime "aftet the 
— month Fifi or March, „ and therefbre does hot 
T end ff a5 A. c. — tmofttk Ni. 
fan of 444 A. C. in which his xxi begins, 
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1:5} 19 p The final diſperſion of the Jews. 


The 70 weeks, beſides being an allowance of 
time for the exiſtence of Daniel's people and 
holy city, were to finiſh the tranſgreſſion, or to 
reſtrain it, as the original word ſignifies, St. Paul 
ſays, by one man death entered into the world, and 
death by fin, and ſo death paſſed upon all men, for 
that all have fiuned. Chriſt however, gave a 
check to this tranſgreſſion of Adam's, by being 


{ 
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born wit bout fin. St. Paul likewiſe ſays, there 
is none righteous, no not one. Therefore by the - 
deeds of the law there ſball no fleſh be juſtified. 
Chriſt however, reſtrained this univerſal tranſ- 
greſſion of human nature by his complete obe- 
dience to the law; accordingly he ſays of him- 
ſelf, which of you convinceth me of fin. And 
as Chfiſt alſo nailed the ceremonial law to his 
croſs, and where no law is there is no tranſgreſſion, 
Rom. v. 13. Of courſe, Chriſt after having re- 
ſtrained original tranſgreſhon at his birth, and 
the tranſgreſſion of the law by his life in fleſh, 
at his death finiſhed the tranſgreſſion of the law 
by aboliſhing the ceremonial law itſelf, and pro- 
ducing an impoſſibility of en it any 
more. 
Aud to thake an end of ſons, a 8 words 
literally ſignify, to ſeal up ſins... John the 
baptiſt ſaid to the Jews, he that received the 
teſtimony of Chriſt, /ets to bis ſeal. that Cad is 
true, . There were many Jews who believed in 
Chriſt, Much ſealing prevailed at the yery time the 
tranſgreſſion of mankind was finiſhing. Thence 
it will appear, that this word, ſealing up, is 
given as a chronological mark to the time when 
the tranſgreſſion of the ceremonial law Was finiſh- 
ing. Job ſays, my N are ſealed up in 
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4 bag, and thou ſoweſt up mint iniquity. Now 
Judas Iſcariot is deſcribed having a bag at the 
time the tranſgreſſion of the ceremonial law was 
finiſhing. The phraſe, ſealing up, beſides be- 
ing a chronological mark, ſeems to intimate 
that all the tranſgreſſions againſt the ceremonial 
law were as if ſealed up in the Judas“ bag. 
Aud to make reconciliation” for iniquity, The 
death of Chirſt, not only atoned for the iniquity 
of Daniel's N but for the Eden of the 
Gentiles. 
And to r n in n CORRS Or, 
the righteous branch growing out of the ſtem of 
Jeſſe; again, when be bringeth in the firſt begotten, 
he ſaith, and let all the Angels worſhip him. 'For 
unto yon is born this day, in the city of David, a 
Saviour z and fuddenty there was with the Angel'a P 
multitud? of the heavenly hoſt, praiſing God. Be- 
ſides the righteouſneſs of Chriſt's perſon and 
ſcepter, this phraſe alſo denotes the righteoul. 
vel of Chriſt's obedience: and the Chriſtian le. 
giſlation. Heb. i. 6. Pſ. cxix, 142. 
T7 ſeal'ip'the Vifion. As" ſealing up is the 


conclodlig* part to a writing, ſo muſt the ſeal- 
ing vp a viſion, be the laſt viſion. Now the 
laſt viſion within the time Jeruſalem was the 
holy city, was the viſion of Peter, previous to 

3 the 
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8 e of Cornelius. The. laſt within 
the time the: Jews were a people, was, the viſion 
of _ the — in the iſland of, Pat- 
0s. | 2 „ % H101GKat 
PT ne 0 is * in PR original, 
the name given to Chriſt by Moſes. The Lord 
thy Gad will raiſe up to thee a Prophet ſrom #4 
nid of thy brethren, like unto me, unto bim 
Hall ve Hear len. Deut. xviii. 15. Sealing 
up the Prophet, muſt mean to (exhibit 
the laſt Prophet, and the laſt prophecy. It 
does not appear there was any prophet after 
Chriſt, till the rejection of the eus, nor any 
prophecy after the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt to 
St. John int Fats % 2% v3 inc 
Und ii anoist the meſt holy, meaning the pro- 
peer Chriſt with the 0 Ghoſt at hi bagtiſm. 
- \Sccing then it appears that tranſgreſſion au 
ui ſbel by the birth, obedience, und/ deatii of 
Chrifty/ in ſenled up by the faith of the believing 
Jews previous to tlie rejection; reronciliatian made 
fer iniquity by the bload of Chriſta everiaing 
rightevigneſs \brought in by the buth] obedience; 
legiſtation and aſcenſion of Chriſt; the: viffen 
and propher.'ſealed wy: by the viſion of St. John 
in the iſle of Patmos, and the moſt boly annoini- 
ed, at the baptiſm of Chriſt; it follows, that 
- theſe 


( 


theſe ſeveral phraſes ſignify the birth, obedience, | 


baptiſm, death, and. aſcenſion of Chriſt, and the 
viſion of John in Patmos. As the weeks, how- 
ever, were only determined upon. Daniel's people 
and holy city, to produce theſe events, and were 
not determined upon the events, they therefore 
do not foretell the time in which the events ap- 
peared, as'they had foretold the time when Da- 
niel's city ceaſed being holy, and the Jews a 
people. Let as the determination of the 70 
weeks to produce events, neceſſarily requires all 
the events ſhould ariſe in the courle of the 
weeks, ſeeing the weeks before they began, and 
after they ended, could produce no events; ſq 
it ĩs evident all the events did ariſe in the courſe 


of the weeks; for the birth of Chriſt, the firſt 
event, happened in the reign of Auguſtus, and 
the viſion of St. John in Patmos, the laſt event, 


at lateſt; in the reign of Trajan. 92 1616 28 


Joſephus has omitted to record the reign of 


the high prieſt between Cyrus and the Macca- 


bees, which was a part of hiſtory rather to have 
bern expected from him, than from any other 


hiſtorian. This omiſſion cannot be ſuppoſed to 
have proceeded from theſe reigns not having 
been recorded, becauſe they are found in the 


extracts of Julius * an author of the 
| | i ö third 
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third century, and alſo in the Chronicon Paſchale. 
Now it has been ſhewn, that by the liſt of the 
high prieſts alone, the king who appointed Ne- 
hemiah can be known, The omitting to give 
the liſt ſuppreſſes therefore the proof to the chro- 
nology of Nehemiah's commiſſion, Jotephus 
has affirmed that Nehemiah was appointed in 
the xxv of Xerxes, and in this point i is not 
only obyiouſly contrary to ſcripture, by which 
it expreſsly appears Nehemiah was appointed i in 
the xx of Artaxerxes, but is directly contrary to 
other hiſtorians, by whom it appears that Xerxes 
reigned at moſt but 21 years. It has been there- 
fore uſual with expoſitors, who had no ſuſpicion 
that theſe miſtakes could be the effect of deſign, - 
to ſuppoſe that Joſephus had meant Artaxerxes I. 
by Ketxes. / But as this error renders the year 
of 'Nehemiah's commiſſion: uncertain ;, and. the 
0 ſuppreſſion of the liſt of the high prieſts totally 
conceals it; hence the error-and the ſuppreſſion 
equally operate in hiding the year in which the 
70 weeks began, as the corruptions concerning 
Herod Agrippa's reign hid the year in n 
they ended. | ; 
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| f D AN 1 E L Char. ix. 25. 
Know therefore and underſtand that from the going forth 


of the commandment to reſtore and build Jeruſalem, 
unto Meſſiah the a ſhall be ſeven weeks. | 


PON the -ſoppoſition that theſe 5 wells, 

or 49 years, were the firſt ſeven of the 
ſeverity, the commandment from whence: they 
are directed to be computed, has in general been 
conſidered as the ſame with that from vhich the 
70 were 'computed ; by which idea of explana- 
tion, the 7, inſtead of ending at Chriſt; ended 
almoſt 400 years before Chriſt came, and at no 
notable event whatſoever. Many have therefore 
rejected this expoſition. Sir Iſaac Newton ſee. 
ing a neceſſity in the text of making the 7 
weeks end at Chriſt, but not obſerving they 
foretold Chriſt's firſt coming, Or ENG IT 
foretold his ſecond. 

The night of our ſaviour's birth, it was re- 
yealed by the angels to the ſhepherds, that wnto 
ou is born this day in the city of David, a Saviour 

which 
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<wbich is Chriſt the Lord. And after Chriſt was 
born, behold there came wiſe men from the eaſt to 
Jeruſalem, ſeying where ir he that is born king ef 
the Jews. And when Chrift ſtood before Pilate; 
he anſwered, thou ſayeſt that I am a king. To 
this end was I born, and for this cauſe came I in- 
to the world, As therefore the name Chriſt in 
Greek fignifies the anointed, and the name Meſ. 
ſinh in Hebrew has the ſame meaning; and it is 
evident from the above paſſages of ſcripture, 
that our Saviour was Meffab, the prince, at his 
birth; it follows, that as theſe 7 weeks muſt 
be computed from a decree to rebuild Jeru- 
ſalem, ſo they muſt alſo end at the birth of 
Christ. No ſuch decree however, being to be 
found upon record at the diſtance of - 49 years | 
previous to the year 5 A; C. the year in which 
the birth of Chriſt at preſent ſtands, let us en- 
quite into the reaſons which have determined 
chronologers to place the nativity in the years g. 

N in ade fftreuth gear of Tiberius Ceſar, 
Tae wurd nf Ged came unto Fobn, the ſon of La- 
cherias, in abe:wilderneſs. And he came unto; all 
the: people about Fordan, preaching the: baptiſm of 
repentance. New when. all the people wert bp. 
e it came to 0 that Jeſus alſo oy bap- 

| * 


* 
/ 


fate bal. ad 
tized——ad Feſus bimſelf began to be about hire 
years, being, as was ſuppoſed, the ſon of Foſeph. It 
has been ſhferred from theſe. paſſages. in the 
zd chapter of Luke, that Jeſus Chriſt was bap- 
tized at about 30 years of age, in the xv of 
Tiberius; and that therefore the goth year be- 
fote che xv of Tiberius ought to be conſidered 
as the year of Chriſt's birth. Hence Tertullian, 
who is among the firſt authors that particularly 
mentions this ſubject is obſerved in an incorrect 
paſſage, placing the nativity 15 years before 
Auguſtus died, or in the xli of Auguſtus's 


reign, computing the reign not from Cleopatra's 


death, but from the year after Julius Cæſar's 
death. Tertulian does not indeed confeſa char 
be pirched upon the xli of Auguſtus, becauſe 
this year of that emperor was preciſely go be- 


fore the xvi of Tiberius; yet the xli of Auguſtus 


is deſtitute of any other evidence to its being 
the year of the nativity. Pol Cleopattam Au- 
guſtus aliis annis 48, nam omnes ann imperii 
Auguſti fuerunt, anni 36. Videamus autem 
quoniam quadrageſimo & primo anno imperii 
Auguſti, quo poſt mortem Cleopatræ imperavit, 
naſcitur Chriſtus. Et fapervixit idem Auguſtus, 
ex quo naſcitur Chriſtus, annis 15, After Cleo- 
Tatra, Auguſtus reigned 48 years; for all the years 


of 


66409 
of Auguſtus were 56. But we /ee in the li of 
Aaguſtus, from the death of Cleopatra, Chriſt Was 
born: and the ſamt Auguſtus lived 15 years 
after Chriſt was born. 

Clemens Alexandrinus is the 2d nie mhi 
particularly mentions the birth of Chriſt, agd 
he appeals to the paſſage in Luke, for the truth 
of his way of fixing the - nativity. Natus eſt 
autem Dominus nofter 28 anno, cum primum 
juſſerunt cenſum deſcriptionemve fieri tempore 
Auguſti. Quod autem hoc verum fit, ſic ſcrip- 
tum eſt in evangelium ſecundum Lucam, anno 
autem quinto decimo Tiberii Cæſaris factum 
eſt verbum domini ſuper Joannem Zacharia 
filium. Et rurſus in codem erat Jefus veniens 
ad baptiſmum quaſi triginta annorum, Strom. 
J. 1, p. 71 Our Lord war born in the xxviii year 
of Auguſtus, reckoning from the death of Cleos 
patra, at the lime when they finſt ordered 4 cenſus 
or deſeription to be made, and that this is true, it 
is ſo written in ibe gaſpel according to Luke, In 
the xv of Tiberius C2far, the word of God, Came 
upon John, the ſon-of Zacharias. And A in 
the ſame place, Jeſus coming to bis baptiſin was as 
if — 966 
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This table ſhows; that 30 years computed 
back from the xv of Tiberius, fall ia the xli 
of Auguſtus by one reckoning, and in his xxviii 
by the other. Euſebius in the beginning of the 
Atk century, and Epiphanius a little after the 
mddk& of it, ſeemingly upon ſeeing the 30 
| | „ years 
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years from, the xli of Auguſtus, ſo barely 
reached the xv of Tiberius, brought forward 
the Nativity to his xlii. The modern chro- 
nologers however, obſerving that Herod was a- 
live when Chriſt was born, and that both the xli 
and xlii of Auguſtus, were ſubſequent to Herod's 
reign, as ſtated by Joſephus, concluded that 
neither of theſe years was the year of the Nativi- 
ty; but that the year was antecedent to both; 
and as it appeared in Joſephus, that Herod's 
reign ended in November, in the xl of Au- 
guſtus, and of courſe before the Chriſtenmaſs, 
and that the Nativity could not therefore have 
happened even in the of xl Auguſtus; they 
thence were under a neceſſity of ſetting it back ta 
his xxxix; but as this was removing it 32 years 
from the xv of Tiberius ; whereas according to 
ſcripture, it could at moſt be carried 30, they 
took of this objection by dating the reign of 
Tiberius, not from the death of Auguſtus, the 
æra of compuration uſed by the Roman hiſtori- 
ans; but from the 4d year before Auguſtus died, 
becauſe it was recorded, that a great «ſhare of 
power was conferred upon Tiberius in that year, 
By thus ſetting back the beginning of the reign 
of Tiberius two years, his xv Was neceſſarily ſet 
two years back allo; or brought within the 
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feach of 30 years to the life of Herod,” a eireum- 
ſtance Tertullian and Alexandrinus had omitted 
doing. Euſebius and Epiphanius, had indeed 
attended to this circumſtance, for they recorded 
the Nativity as having happened ſeveral years 
before Herod's death; but then, as it appeared, 
that they effected this by ſetting Herod's acceſ- 
fion later than Joſephus had done, and yet ap- 
peared to have borrowed from Joſephus, the 
number of years that Herod reigned, no regard 
has been ſhewn to their account of Herod's reign, 

Hence, it appears that the nativity has been 
ſet in the year 5, A. C. merely in compliance to 
the teſtimony of Joſephus, concerning the year of 
Herod's death ; for as it appeared by the Evan- 
geliſts, that Chriſt was born before Herod died, 
and from Joſephus, that Herod died in Novem- 
ber 4 A. C. that therefore, Chriſt muſt have 
been born before the Chriſtenmaſs preceding 
November 4 A. C. which was that of Decem- 
ber 5. And this calculation was alſo com- 
bined, not only with the ſuppoſition that Luke 
computed Tiberius's reign in a different way 
from the Raman hiftorians; but with the other 
ſuppoſition, that Luke affirmed Chriſt was 30 
in the xv of Tiberius, or was baptized in the 
very firſt year of John's baptiſm, Whereas, 


EW: 

this circumſtance did not clearly appear from 
ſeripture, it rather ſeemed more probable 
that John had baptized for ſome conſiderable 
ime before Chriſt came to be baptized, and of 
courſe that Chriſt was not ſo old as 30 in the 
xv of Tiberius, nor his birth ſo far as 30 years 
before that Era. This was the opinion of Di- 
onyſius the monk, the ſuppoſed author in the 6th 
century of the preſent chriſtian æra; for as the 
Era commences in the xliv of Auguſtus, and only 
28 years before the xv of Tiberius, the monk 
had ſuppoſed John's baptiſm had continued two 
vears before Chriſt came to be baptized. Other 
authors have imagined that. John had baptized 
more than two years before Chriſt's baptiſm, 
which of eonlequence, brings the nativity ſtill 
nearer than 28 years, to the xy of Tiberius. The 
following table exhibits Herod' s reign according 
to Joſephus, and the ſeveral years in which the 
nativity has been , ſet, both by thoſe who - have 
regarded and diſregarded the teſtimony of Joſe- 
— — year of Herod's death. 
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As foſephus has affirmed that Herod reigned 27 
years from his being made king of the Romans, 
er 34 from the death of Antigonus, which 
double computation end in November 4 before 
Chriſt, then, if this aſſertion were true, and 
that the nativity alſo happened in the month of 
December, there would have been an abfolute 
nereſſity of ſuppoſing that Chriſt was not 
born, cither in the year 4 before Chriſt, or 
in any year ſubſequent to the year 4, and of 
conſequence that the year 3 before Chriſt, 
the year 2 and the chriſtian era itſelf; 
the ſeveral years in which the nativity had 
been fuppoſed to have happened by the ancients, 
muſt have been all erroneous years, by being 
ſubſequent to Herod's death, But the teſtimony 
ef Joſephus to Herod's death having happened 
ſo early as the year 4, is entirely invalidated by 
ſeveral circumſtances which arc found in other 
parts of his own hiſtory ; for Joſephus, Bel, Jud. 
L i. 10. fays that Herod was only 15 when his 
father made him Præfect of Gallilce: in another 
part of his hiſtory he ſays that Herod obtained this 
Præſecture when very young. And both in Ant. 
xviii.6. and Bel Jud. I. i. 33. he records that He 
was about 70 at his death. Now as Herod we 
not made Præfect of Gallilee, till after Julius Cæ- 
ſar had returned from Egypt, and the year of his 
| return 
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return is known to be the year 47 before Chriſt, 
of conſequence Herod by being no more than 15 
of in his 16th, in the year 47 before Chriſt, and 4 
yet 70 at his death, had 55 years to live after 
the year 47, before he reached 70. 55 Years after 
the year 47 befare Chriſt, run however 11 years 
beyond the year 4 in which Herod's death is ſet 
by the other mode of camputation, Theſe two 
different accounts were obſerved by the ſchotis 
aſts, but as it was perceived that the one which 
fixed Herod's death in the xl of Auguſtus, Was 
that which Joſephus intended his readers ſhould 
believe, and no reaſon appeared of his having any 
purpoſe to anſwer, by concealing the true year, 
thence all the endeavours of the ſcholiaſts have 
been directed to reconcile Joſephus to himſelf. 
They have therefore ſuppoſed an error had crept 
into his text, and that Herod inſtead of being. 
45 was 25, when made Præfect. It was however 
obſerved in anſwer to this, that the 15 could not 
be an error from the epithets: annexed to it, al- 
together a lad, and in Bel. Jud. the epithet is in 
effect the ſame, being, quite a young nan. Noldius 
therefore rather imagined the error lay in the u, 
which might have been only 60, but the words 
eld age, by being attached to the 70, have a like 
, feſtraint, in preventing the 70 from being reduce. 
WF] - ed 
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ed to 60, as the epithers to 15 prevent a. 13 
from being raiſed to 25. The 70 is alſo found 
both in Bel. Jud. and Antiq. two works which 
frequently differ from cach other. The follow- 
ing table will illuſtrate this point; for it con- 
tains theſe two different modes of computation, 
ſhewing how Herod's oth year by one account 
ſtands 11 years after his death by the other, 
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Here are then two accounts in Joſephus con- 
cerning the year of Hero@'s death, differing 11 
years from each other, and yet both ſupported 
by ſuch eircumſtanees, that neither can be im- 
puted to have been recorded through inatten- 
tion. The one perfectly agreeing to ſeripture, 


ſetting the death of Herod not more than 22 
years from the xy of Tiberius, and of courſe, 
permitting the ſuppoſition of Heroes having 
lived fome years after Chriſt was born. Whetre- 
as, in order to conform to the other account, 
the nativity muſt be removed 32 years from the 
xv of Tiberius, and by Luke, further than 30 
from that æra it cannot ſtand. The account in 
Joſephus agreeing with ſcripture, muſt therefore 
be Preferred to his other account which difa- 
grees from it, merely upon the principle of two 
ETIGences being better than one, without deriv- 
any additional argument from the evidence 
ſcripture being of itſelf ſufficicht to convict 

the other reading to be erropeous, 80 that the 
ſeveral years ſubſequent to the year 5 A. C. 
in which the nativity has been ſet by Tertullian 
| Clemens Alexandrinus, Euſebius, Epiphactus, 
and Dionyſius the monk, which have in general 


been rejected from being thought after Herod's 
death, byr now v appesring before i 870 rift be ad- 
= -— +. el 


wc. =”. ; 
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| mitted, more probable years, than the year 5 A, C. 
becauſe without antedatipg Tiberius's reign two 
years, to reconcile them to Joſephus, they are 
already reconcileable to him. Still, however, 
not ane of thele years in preference to another, 
can be ſaid to be the year of the nativity, becauſe 
it being uncertain, in which ef the years of Ti- 
berius's reign Chriſt was in his zoth, every at- 
tempt to diſcover the nativity, by computing 
30 years back from an uncertain year, muſt of 
neceſſity, leave the year of the nativity uncer- | 
tain, Accordipgly, it has been experienced that 
theſe 30 years computed back, never conducted 
to a year of taxation, which is the hiſtotieal 
event that ſcripture atteſts to have accompanied 
the nativity, Laying aſide therefore, this uncertain 


- rule. of 30 years, which will afterwards appear 


to have been che principal cauſe of preventing 
the year of the nativity from being ænown, we 
ſhall progeed to prove in which year che nati- 
vity fell, by ſhewing the year in which Jude 
and all the world was $axed. 
According to Joſephus, Sena a man of 

confolar rank came from Syria, at the emma 
of Auguſtus Cæſar, to tax Judæa, and take 3 
deſcripzion. of he property: of the Jewsg he af. 


terwards diſtinguiſhes this Aranlaction. by dhe 
- fame 


= 2 
' fame word as that uſed by Zke, calling it 
erroypapaic. And hitherto, not only ſeems to 
agree with the evangeliſt concerning the -name 
Cyrenius from Syria, whom Luke alſo mentions 
as being preſident there when the taxing began, 
but in the nature of the hiſtorical event- He 
however, next differs exccedingly from St. 
Luke; for- inſtead of recording this taxa- 
tion in Herod's reign, he particularly menti- 
ons that it happened ten years after Herod's 
death, at the baniſhment of Archelaus, and 
in the 37 year after the battle of Acti- 
um; ſeeing therefore it was evident from the 
evangeliſt, that the taxation recorded by him 
happened before Herod's death, this taxation 
whieh Joſephus records ten years after Herod's 
death, or in the 37 year after the battle of Acti- 
um, has always been ſuppoſed to be another, Ft 
may however now be obſerved that altho' 37 years 
from the battle of Actium, run 10 years over 
Herod's death by that account of Herod's 
reign, which is not to be reconciled with St. 
Luke and the Roman hiſtorians, yet they fall two 
years ſhort. of Herod's death, by that other ac- 
count of Herod's age, which is in the ſame 
Ge am This is manifeſt by the Penne 
Joſepb, A. l. xviii. r. 
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30. Herod gies about this Year. = | A Was 70, 


By the ſpeech of Gamahel, as recorded in the 
Acts, it appears there had been a revolt of one 
Judas-a Galilean, in the days of the taxing; 
and this taxing is to be conſidered as the ſame 
wirh the one which happened ar Chriſt's: birth, 


otherwiſe the evangeliſt Luke, the ſuppoſed au- 
thor of the book of Acts, would have fer ſome 
matk of diſtinction upon it. In Joſeplius's $ hif- 
tory,” this revolt under Judas the Galilean, is 
however recorded as arifing from the” anarchy 
which prevailed at Herod's death, and a teyolt 
under Judas a Gaulonite, is reconed as exeſteg 
by the taxing. However, after making two 
n revolts, and ſetting the one revolt under the Ga- 
eat, ten years before” the other under the 


Gallone, Joſephus forgets this diſtin&ion'i in-a 
ſubſequent part of his work; for he "fays, the 
Jens Ui Judas the Galitean, were Jain, who bad 

excited 


( 79 ) 

excited the people to a revolt, when Cyrenius 4 Was 
taking a Cenſus in Judea. In the mean time, @ cer- 
tain perſon of the name of Menabem, the ſon of 
Judas called the Galilean, who had beer a cunning 
ſephifter, and formerly under Cyrenius, had re- 
proached the Jews, that after God they bad been 
fubjelt to the Romans. From theſe paſſages, it 
is evident, that the revolt of the Galilzan, 
which in one part of Joſephus, is placed 10 years 
before the taxing under Cyrenius, is in two other 
parts of the ſame author, ſpoken of as having 
happened under Cyrenius. 700 A. XX. 4. B. 7. 
L. ii. 17. 

It is evident from Luke, hs babes Was 
governor” of Syria, when the taxing which hap- 
pened at Chritt's birth firlt began, Now, no 
traces can be found of Cyrenius having been ſo 
much as in Aſia, till fix years after the. yeat 5 
A, C. when, he was appointed to ſucceed 
at the death of Lollius, as Reder to Caius 
cæſar. From Cyrenius being firſt den- | 
tioned © in Alis, in A. P. 2, and his coming 
18 Syria, in A. D. 6; it thence is ſuggeſted 
th at he was not governor « of Syria, before A. D. 
2: and of conſequence, that neither the, tration 
which began under bis government, por, the 
birth of Chriſt which happened during that bar. 


'F & y - 
ation, could have taken place before A.D.2; ; 


} 48.7 F | 
| which is is 6) years later than the year 5 A. C the 


accepted ear of the. Airis, Ae A. BD. 2. 
Tacit, An. il. 48, 45 30 N 
Dion Caſſius, a Roman aun of ROY 
lar rank, Who wrote at the end of the zd centu- 
Ty, has recotded of Auguſtus, after mentioning 
bis adoption, of. Tiberius, that each inhabitant 
of Italy not von leſs than 200 ſeſterces,. Was 
ordered to be regiſtered, or taxed. for phe ſame 
word uunleke, a 15: uſed by Dion to repreſent 
this, taxation, is employed by Luke, to de- | 
which, js. tranſlated taxing. This: Roman. hiſto- 
rian then adds, but of the poorer. ſort, as well 
3s. thoſe, ſubjets who. inhabjted, the. prqvinces, 
Anjgoſtua rok, no regiſter, fearing chat lch s 
ſtep. might ocgaſion inſutrections. Naw if Au- 
| gultys i in lA. P. " which was the year he adopp: 
ed Tiberius. Was afraid ta extend this. regi(- 
verve provinces; it cannot be ſoppoſed'he 
Hat ever Hefore tried fhis mode of taring them. 
"Seeing there had been ho general regilter :of tl the 


Proginces in A. D. 4. and it that Chriſt as born 
during a8 uniycrſal regiſter, It 'neceſſapily. fol 
4558. thar,Chriſt could pot haye. been; bora, ber 
| 7 e which, is g. years after dhe, year 


5, Age „ in which the nativity now ſtands, 
Auro 


/ „„ 


Ares N are rw i Th Ira ramurerrur xo w arte 
ru pogreTur owoiz æτ A moumgaT, Ta yag ac 
To; To of Iraxuag oixourras ox weyzacy ancyganacias du 
werfe r. rafaxboris. Dion. Caſl, 1. iv, 

Tuo years after this regiſtering of the inha- 
bitants of Italy, when M. Lepidus and Arun- 
tius Nepos were conſuls, every mode of ſup- 


porting a ſufficient treaſure for paying the army, 
being found inadequate to the expence, Auguſ- 
tus required each ſenator in Rome ſeverally, 
to think of ſome plan of relief, and to put it 
down in writing, and deliver it to him, to con- 
ſider. None, however, being agreeable to the 
ideas of Auguſtus, he adopted one which he 
had borrowed from the commentaries” of his 
uncle Julius Cæſar, and by which he ordaihed, 
| that the xx of all inheritances and legacits which 
did not go to the very neareſ heirs, or to rb pre, 
ſbeuld be appropriated to his military cheſt. 
| Apis e 4 tonynotpuren 1 li h hee, 
Tm hi ursſryd Tas Ts ingor ew res Jopuer og ur 64 TAPTWTS® ne. 
* 791 FP gOy yur i ba u XAT@ANT WON, . £&TGEET: 


sf xa by Tu, Tu Kaiowpoc 9 To eee 
ingo. Dion. Calf. 1. 3 : 


Pliny « calls this law of the xx an taly and t th 
lerable tribute to extraneous heirs, but grievoys 
 to' domieſtick ones; and that, therefore, it was 
confirthed en the one, and its ſeverity relaxed 
M towards 


E. 


| {4% 

towards the other. He then ſbowe, that thoſe he 
- diſtinguiſhed as · domeſtick heits, were the new 
8itizens; becauſe all the mitigations of the ſe- 
verity of the Jaw were made in their behalf. For as 
before Nerva't acctſñop, the old citizerts alone 
were conſidered as, mem who enjoyed the rights 
of relationſhip, and the new, as totaly, deſtitute 
ef any ſuch privileges ; that Nerva therefore 
ordained the effects af the mothers of the neu 
eitizens going to the children, and of thoſe to 
their mothers, ſhould ngt pay the xx; and ie 
fame immunity he granted to the ton. provided 
he was reduced under his father's power... Tra- 
Jan! granted. (till. farther exemptions! than Ner- 
ag; for he permitted the facher to inherit his 
fop's aſtate, and be erempted Trom the law, 
che brother his ſiſter's, the ſiſter her brother's, 
the grand father and grand motherꝭ the in grand 

' ehnldren's ; and: theſe the eſtates of the. 
Zeeing the ſeveral alterations of tie law of the 
xx, were made by Nerva and Trajan, with a 
vic eof granting the ſame immunities co The e 
citizens; s were before enjoyed by ehe od; 
dente x may be inferred; tht the d ens 
from ide year'the la wa puſſedꝰ by AU gta, 
kad poffeſſech che priviſegt of lerving tes and 
1221 tun Ima firs; >woukers;, 
fathers, 


( 83 } 


Saen grand Fathers,” and gtend — 
thar' theſe ſeveral Uegrees 6f v6nfanguſnity were, 
what” Dion Caſnus calls very near relations, 
bo inherited without paying the . On the 
other Hand, a8 ft is obvious, thar'rhe new citi- 
Lens; from Auguſtus to Nerva, had been con- 
ſdered ds" 4 etafs of men, Geſtitute of all ſuck 
degrees of telatibnſmip; and that, therefore, all 
their eſtates and legacies, to wholyfoever 1 0 
went, wele ſubject to pay the xx part; of 
con que noc all the Gher inhabitants "of the 
empire, which were neither old not new citizens, | 
had alſo not only paid the xx of all ſuch inhe- 
ritances and Hegacies; as they had received: be- 
toten Auguſtus-and Nerra, but ſuch as! they 
received aſtet Nerva, becauſe it does not ap- 
pear che ſeverab mitigations of this law extended 
toſthem. Pin, panegyricy 397, 38, 3. 5c 
This tax of the 1 muſt have beeir-aaicts 
more proßtable to goverament, than ien ap- 
pears» from Dior, Caſſius; for, whereas; wit, is 
only iati mated; by bim, that all ſuch eſtates and 
legac ies as wer not to very ntar relationg, r to 
che poor ſwete ſudject to pay A xx, aud that 
of:, qon(equence; thoſe eſtares - which; weme: td 
ſons,  brothers,. ſiſters, fathers, ad mother 


wovid;be neoeſſarily — this tr; 
lr 12 * | yet 
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yet on the contrary, it is manifeſt; from Pliny, 
that none of the inhapitants of che empire, ex- 
cegtipg the old citizens, were underſtood by 
this. Romay, law, 40, bare, anz ſuch proximate 
relations, as could inherit their fortunes, without. 
paying the xx of their value, to the ſtate. Now 
the old ER muſt have conſtituted a very 


the empire, as may be — from the, theye 
Fycral numberings which were made of them, 
in the reign. of f Auguſtus, and which, haye been 

fof und inſcribed « on certain "marbles, eee 


13D © 


at Ancyra. e | Vs: did iT M1-.DLUDI 4 ei B09 


70: 15 5 firſt muſter was zakep CE AA 
re Jaomated 
C. ar which ime there, were +1963:800 The K 
ease k f Ceſar amd Gull 
or in, the year 8, A. ©. and then. there were 
422331999, "The, third ig che conſylſhip of Ser- 
1. ORPIEns, aner, IH 9h, A. „ . 754. 
he En, the number Ws 0 %% mitting. 
chat. thele ſeveral. muſters only included the gk 
Fi 308 not ſuch as were, hex, glſo,, ſtill 
A which is the greateſt apmber of 
ar the three, Fan carcely be ſuppoſed. to have con · 
Rigured, che 10 part off tbe inhabitants of he 
Waun, of conſequence, whilſt: the eſtates of 


422 332000 


6 23 
432 53,000 might be transferred to certain de- 
grees of very neat conſunguinity, without being 
ſubject to the xx; the eſtates of the extraueous 
ſubject of vhom the number may be reckon- 
ed gogo, oo, as they paſſed at death from one 
pPerſon to another, had” conftantly- paid the tax 
of the *x, from A. D. 6, the year Auguſtus 
made the law, till the acceſſion of News, in . 
D. 96, GH 35 $3414, 34) 2 "*: 
Now if the nature or this law be conſidered, a 
general furvey of all the property i in the empire 
muſt have been the conſequence of it, ſeeing Au- 
guſtus could not poſſibly have known what 
ſum of money to demand for the xx bart of 
an eſtate; before he Rf had obtained by 5 de- 
ſeription, an exact eſtimate of tlie vie: if 
this Aale pin was tiken of all the \Ptopetty 
"in the Ethpite Ut once, Immediately after the Jaw 
pats ," Avigiltds "abit diſcover the probable 
anovhe of che ax,” Gly by look ng upon the 
book in whith "the "deſcriprion Was re willed) 
but if it Was deferred kill this "peop ld, whote 
eſtates werk Tubgect to the xk, he” eä de 
ver haveknown the probdble amount ofthe ri. 
Wight thetefote? for this Teaſon "fave En 
erred, Ui ee for b his on private 0. 
% nf. i |; £09 0 mation, 
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mation, had ordained a peneral deſeription on im- 
| mediately-to- follow the law; but as it "appears 
by. Joſephus, that Cyrenias came from Syria, to 
deſaribe the property of the Jews, in de gyn 
year after the battle of Actium, which 35th ye 


began in the month of September, of the very 
year in which this law paſſed at Rome, itis thence 
evident that the ſurvey made by Cy renius in Paleſ 
tine, was the effect of the law at Rome; and hav- 
ing a prof of the operation of the law in one of 
the, provinces af the empire, in the very qc 
the lay paſſed. there could have remained no 
doubt of the exiſtence ol its ꝙperation in the 
qbex provinces at thy lame time admitting there 
was no evidence upon recoid, that agy ſuch. ge: 
neral deſcription. hag ever. faken place z hut a8 
VE, have ap teſtimony. of. the. Evangeliſt Luke 
Sade rom Þ whom appears, chat in con: 

ſegvenge of a decree from Auguſtus, all. che 
world. [vas _raxcg,, or geſcgihed iq, wrigings 
as the Mt more, properly Ggnifics,. and thay 
this ge r takkey g ſhort, zie, beforg 
Herod's d cath x3 and i it now. appears; by,opc; reads 
ing. ir in oſephus, compared with Dian Caſſius, 
that 7 deeree concerning the xx of All, pro: 


454 Jr .% 20 TI for 5. I. (before. Herag's 
death, 


Ang G 


death, it-follows,; that che deſcription-which. this: 
decree produced in Paleſtine, was not confined 
to that country, but extended to all the other 
provinces ; and af conſequence, was the ſame 
deſcription as the one mentioned by Luke, to 
have accompanied che birth of Chriſt: ſo that 


the cab of this univerſal ſtir in the Roman 


empire, - which happened at the nativity, and 
which had always been conſidered as an event 
the Roman hiſtorians had omitted to record, yet 
exiſts in the hiſtory which Dion Caſſius has given 
of the 759 year of Rome, when by ant 
Aruntius were Confals. T4 

The Qecree — which is recorded by 
-Dion' Caſſius, may however be ſhewn by ano- 
ther rule to be/the fame as the one mentioned in 
Like. lt appears by the'evangelift, hat Chriſt 
was at moſt but 30, in the XV of Tiberius, 
which of "conſequence, neither admits. Chriſt's | 
birth,” not the taxation which accompanied 1 i, 
from flahding at u greater djftance than 30 year: 
deßote the xv of Tiberius. Now t 1 9 
recurdeif by Dibn Caſſius, is the only ons to tax 
alt che Roman world that is upon re n 
30 years of the xv of Tiberws, ad 4 "before 
| Hi Bled.” There is indeed one reading in Jo- 


ſephus 


(:08.)- | 
ſephus that. makes Herod die xi years before this 
decree, and ' another that removes the revolt 
of the Galilzan x years from it; but the intent 
of theſe abuſes in the text of Joſephus, will af- 
'terwards appear. | 
' Seeing it is intimated by Tacitus, that there 
could have been no taxing under Cyrenius in 
Syria, before A. D. 2; and by Dion Caſſius, 
chat there had been no univerſal deſcription of 
the Roman empire, before A. D. 4, and that it 
is obvious from Dion, Auguſtus paſſed a de- 
cree to tax all the Roman world in A. D. 6, 
and from Joſephus, that the taxation itſelf, as 
well as the revolt of Judas which it produced, 
happened in Judea in the ſame year; then, as this 
decree, the taxation which followed it, and the 
revolt excited by the taxation, are the only hiſ- 
torical events which ſcripture has thought ne- 
ceſſary to record, to conduct us to the year 
in which Chriſt was born, and that all theſe ac- 
cording to Dion and Joſephus happened in one 
year, it follows that the year in which theſe 
two hiſtorians have agreed in ſetting them, 
which was a chronological point the Evan- 
geliſts had omitted, becomes the year of the 
- nativity, and of -:conſequence, . that Chriſt 
N our 


0-3 g 


OU Saber; was born two years before Hetod's 
| death, in the 27 year after the battle of Actium, 
the 759 year of Rome, during the confulſhips of. . 
M. Emilius Lepidus, and L. Aruntius Nepos, 
anſwering to A. D. 6, which is 10 years after the 
year in which the nativity Was ſuppoſed to have 
happened by the moderns, and about 7 or 8 
after the year in which it was ſet by the ancients, 
A s the preparation for taxing, which ex- 
iſted at the birth of Chriſt, was ſet on foot for 
the purpoſe of fupporting à cheſt to pay the 
Roman military, hence the declaration which 
Chriſt made to his apoſtles, that he was not 
come to bring peace into the earth, but # ſword, 
degan to be verified at his birth. Math. x. 34. 
int not that I am come to” ſend peace on earth, 
I come nor to. ſend peact vu a ford. Ver: 35. 
For Hum tome to ſet a man at variante againſt his 
fitber, and ibe daughter againſt ber mother, and 
be daughter in lato again her mot hir in law. 
36. And u man's fots ſhall be tbeſe of, bis\cown 
vou ſubold For tho this paſſage may be allow- 
ed do xefer-to the differences in opinion, which 
Ohtiſtianity was after wards to produce, yet as it 
s litera] deſcription of the effect of the degree 
ö Auguſtus, as painted by Pliny, which; ad- 
mitted none of the laws of nature to operate 
N | "8 
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in- ſucceſſion, excepting amongſt old citizens, 
and thereby diſſolved all the domeſtic affinities 
which had ſubſiſted from the creation; it may 


thence be allowed, that our Saviour, beſides 
| alluding to theſe diviſions which were to be the 


effect of his doctrines, alſo deſcribes: thoſe inter- 
ruptions to the laws of nature which accompa- 
nied his birth, as being the effect of it. 
The decree of Auguſtus muſt have required 
all the old citizens to prove their pedigrees, that 
it might appear whither they had any ſuch near 
relations as would exempt their eſtates from the 
20th, and in order to obtain this proof the 
more eaſily, they muſt have been conſtrain- 
ed to go or ſend to the various parts of the 
empire in which they were born, and where re- 
lations in general dwell in the greateſt num- 
bers. As Luke has recorded that Joſeph went 
with Mary up to Bethlehem to be taxed, be- 
cauſe he was of the lineage of David; it thence is 
intimated, that Joſeph was either an old Ro- 
man citizen, or that all the inhabitants which 
were not old citizens, were ordertd to go to 
their places of nativity to be enrolled, becauſe the 
law produced this effect amongſt the old citizens. 


The paſſage in Luke, is however a ſingular il+ 


Juſtration of the nature of the decree of Avguſ- 


tus, for Joſeph's going to Bethlehem becauſe he 
was 


14 

was of the lineage of David, demonſtrates that 
the law, which ordered him there, was nearly 
related to pedigrees. 

Seeing Jeſus Chriſt was not born in the year 
5 before the chriſtian æra, but during the con- 
ſulſhips of Lepidus and Aruntius, in the year 6 
after the æra, of conſequence, the proof that 
Chriſt was the Meſſiah in Daniel's prophecy, 
does not depend upon its appearing that there 
was a decree to reſtore Jeruſalem 49 years be- 


fore the year 5 A/T. but 49 years before 


A. D. 6. 

Caius Julius Cæſar in his purſuit of Pompey 
the great, from the battle of Pharſalia, being 
hurried into Ægypt, and involved in a war with 
the Ægyptians, in which he received much aſ- 
ſiſtance from a party of 3000 Jews under Anti- 
pater, which came to his relief by the order of 
Hyrcanus their high prieſt, and deriving alſo 
advantage to his affairs from the friendſhip of 
the Jews inhabiting Egypt, which Antipater 
was the means of procuring; in gratitude for 
theſe marks of attachment, when the war was 


brought to a- concluſion, and at his arrival in 


Syria from Ægypt, not only conſtituted Anti- 
Pater procurator of Judea, and confirmed Hyr- 
canus in the prieſthood, but gave Hyrcanus a 
deeree for repairing the walls of the country 
| which 
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which had been demoliſhed by Pompey, and 
wrote to the ſenate to inſcribe it in the capitol. 
Joſephus then adds, and here follows a copy of 
the decree; but there is no ſuch decree 
now exiſting in this part of his hiſtory ; for in- 
ſtead of the promiſed decree, another is found in 
its room upon amity and friendſhip, and which 
appears from the names cf the men mentioned 
in it, to have been given the Jew: in the reign 
of John Hyrcanus who lived many years be- 
fore Julius Cæſar. The decree is however after- 
wards found in another chapter of Joſephus's 
hiſtory, with the date. of Cæſar, Vth time 
conſul, prefixed. Now as this date anſwers to 
the year 44 A. C. which was preciſely 7 prophe- 
tic weeks, or 49 years previous to A. D. 6, the 
year in which Auguſtus made the law of the 
20th, it is thence demonſtrated, that Jefus Chriſt 
was the Mcſſiah in Panicl's prophecy, and that 
the decree which was given by Fubus Cæſar to 
Hyzcanus, to fortify Jeruſalem, was the date of 
the 7 weeks. . The angel Gabriel, may there- 
fore be-underſtood as revealing: Know therefore 
and underſtand, from the going forth of the com- 
mandment of Julius Ceſar, to reftore and build the © 

walls of Jeruſalem, to the birth of Meſſiah the 

prince, ſell bo 49 years, The following table 

exhibits 
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exhibits this decree of Cæſar's, together with 
the 49 years running from it to A. D. 6. And 
the table alſo contains the 37 years from the 
battle of Actium, and part of Herod's age. 


AC.] The Seven Weeks from Cæſr's Decree, 


—— ———— 


Caius Julius Cæſar, Vth time conſul, bath de- 
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It may now be obſerved, that there is a dif. 
ference of almoſt three years between the year 
in which the decree that is omitted, is ſaid to 
have been given by Cæſar, and the date of the 
decree, which is afterwards found in a ſeparate 
chapter of decrees; becauſe Cæſar was in Syria 
when he gave the decree that is omitted, and he 
left Syria, in 47, A. C. whereas the date of the 
one which is found, is in 44 A. C. This dif- 
ference ſeems to have proceeded from the follow- 
ing cauſe. 
| Joſephus ſays, that after Cæſar left Syria, he 
ſalied to Africa to make war with Cato and 


Scipio, and that Hyrcanus ſent after him, to 


obtain a confirmation of his league of amity 


and 


901 


and friendſhip. Joſephus then thinks proper 
to introduce the ſeveral copies of the decrees 
which Caeſar had given the Jews, and at 
the concluſion of the liſt, particularly relates 
that the ambaſſadors of the Jews were intro- 


duced after Cæſar's death to the ſenate, by the 
conſuls Antony and Dolabella, on the third be- 
fore the Ides of April, where they obtained a 


decree of the ſenate, ordaining that all the de- 
crees which Ceſar had paſſed in favour of the 
Jews, and which had not before been engraven, 
and depoſited in the treaſury, ſhould be com- 
mitted to the city queſtors, to ſee this executed. 
From whence it appears that Hyrcanus had not 
conſidered the decree which Cæſar gave the 
Jews in Syria valid, till they obtained the ſanc- 
tion of the ſenate, and that therefore he had 
ſent ambaſſadors after Ceſar, to keep this bu- 


fineſs in Cæſar's memory; but from 'the 


unſettled condition of the times, the ambaſſa- 
dors had never been able to obtain the object of 
their embaſſy, till the April after Czfar's death, 
and then the decree which Ceſar ſent from Sy - 


ria 3 years before, had the year of the ratifica- 


tion ſet upon it, which was Cæſar's Vth time 
conſul, and not the year in which it had been 


ſent to the ſenate; ſo that Antipater might repair 
the 


2 
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the walls i in the year Cæſar left Syria, as the textof 
Jofephus affirms, upon the preſumption Cæſat's 
decree would be ratified immediately after it 
was brought to the ſenate. It however may be 
remarked, ſeeing the nativity is preciſely 49 years 
from the ratified decree, whereas it is 52 years 
from the year it was given by Czfar in Syria, 
that the decree did not become the date to the 
7 weeks, before it became the legal and ſolemn 
act of the whole Roman people. 

" Adecree of ſuch importance as this of Cæſar's 
being omitted in the place where it ought to have 
- ſtood, demonſtrates that it had been obſerved at 

the ſame diſtance from the nativity, | as the de-. 
cree in Daniel's prophecy ftood from the Meſ- 
flah. The omiſſion can therefore only be ſup- 
poſed to proceed from a deſire of concealing 
there ever had been any ſuch apparent affinity 
detween Jeſus Chriſt and the MeMah, as this 
decree of Cæſar's, was it ſuffered to remain, 
might ſuggeſt; for altho' the ſane” decide! is 
afterwards found in another part of the Fame 
- biſtory, yet this appears to 255 Fr was, Ao 
the following cauſe. - ' oh & 1 
Joſephus was hot born till about Weft 
years after Juſius Cæſar left Syria. The parts“ 
of his hiſtory relating to Cæſar, and that decree 
which 


1 


which is now wanting in this text, or the — 
vhich is ſubſtituted in its place, were therefore 
copied from ſome preceeding hiſtory. But the 
decree when found, being in a long lift of other 
decrees, ſeems to have been copied from the ca · 
pitol i in Rome; becauſe Joſephus, before he gives 
the liſt, informs his reader as an evidence of the 
authenticity of it, that it might be ſeen in the ca · 
pitol. The decree was therefore either twice given 
through miſtake by Joſephus himſelf, or if the 
errors which now exiſt in Joſephus, exiſted in 
that hiſtory from which he copied, he might 
not know the cauſe why the decree: was eraſed 
in that hiſtory, and of . conſequence, have no 
reaſon to avoid giving a copy of it, when he 
copied the other decrees amongſt which it was 
depoſited, "8 - 

The promiſe of the, decree bang le immedi- 
ately before the chafin i in which the decree ſhould 
have ſtood, ſhows it was nat the, author's inten- 
tion to conceal that Cæſar had given the decree, 
ſeeing this would have concealed the confidence 
Cæſar had in the Jewsy for ĩt may be remarked, 
that a deſire A, diſplaying to 92 warld the tokens 


| Romans, is, in 1 the A 10 hiſtory, after- 
e as a reaſon for recording the long 
O =: 
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liſt of the decrees, among which, this of Cæſars 
is found. The promiſe of the decree, has there-' 


fore been left to ſhow there was ſuch a decree as: 


was promiſed, but the decree. itſelf with-held to 
conceal the year that Cæſar gave it; and as there 
are no other circumſtances in Joſephus's h.ſtory, 


which lead to the year in which it was given, 


this knowledge being only obtained by a com- 
pariſon of Joſephus with the Roman hiſtorians, 
hence the concealing the year in which the de- 
ctee was given, effectually E any b 5 

tation from the decree. 5 

The omiſſion of the decree aa the reaſon 
of all the other corruptions in Joſephus's hiſtory, 
which have concealed the year in which Chrilt 
was born; for, if the decree has been ſup- 
preſſed on purpoſe to conceal its affinity, to the 
birth of Chriſt; there was the ſame reaſon to 
conceal the year of the birth itſelf, leſt that 
copy of the decree which was preſerved in the 
Roman. archives might get abroad, and Gill 
difcover that there had been a deere preciſely 7 
weeks before the birth of Chriſt; ſeeing then it 
was Tecorded that Chriſt was born a little before 
king Herod died, nothing was ſo likely to pro- 
duce an error concerning the year of the natf- 
vity, 3 the year of Hetdd's 
4 death, 
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death. As therefore, the death of this king, is 
ſet 11 years ſooner than the truth, and this cor- 
tuption has produced an error of 10 years con- 
cerning the nativity, and the error has forced the 
nativity upwards of one prophetic week too near 
Cæſar's decree, which equally operates in fruſ- 
trating the expoſition of the 7 weeks, as the ſup- 
preſſion of the decree itſelf 5 hence it muſt be al- 
lowed, that theſe parts -of Joſephus - hiſtory, 


which were neceſſary to ſhow the year of Chriſt's 


birth, have been corrupted on purpoſe to con- 


ceal the year, in order it might not be. ſeen to 


ſtand at the ſame diſtance from a decree to re- 
ſtore-Jeruſalem, as was foretold in the prophecy 
of Daniel, leſt if this remarkable . coincidence 
between the manner of Chriſt's coming, and the 
manner in which Daniel had foretold the Meſ- 
ſiah ſhould come, were obſerved, ſome Jews 


might be influenced to believe that Jeſus Chriſt 


was Trally 5 Meſlich. * 50710 1197 207 1,990 
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in conſequence of the untrue ſtatement of Hes 
roche reign; is -orily- in che 630 year from the 
year Caſar was in Syria, and no farther than the 
| 4oth 
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2 year from Cæſar's Vth Conſulſhip, by 
which it will appear, how the ſhortening Herod's 
reign xi years operates in producing a neceflity 
of concluding that Chriſt was born almoſt one 
prophetic week and a half nearer the decree, 
than 7 weeks. There is another corruption in 
Jolephus's hiſtory, obviouſly framed to ſtrength- 

en the impoſition concerning the year of Herod's . 
death, This other corruption is attached to 
Philip the Tetrarch, the ſame who is mentioned 
in the iii chap, of Luke. Joſephus ſays that 
Phillip died in the xx of the emperor Tiberius, 
and in the xxxvii year of his tetrarchy: now the 
xx of Tiberius, is exactly 35 years from the death 
of Herod, as falſely ſtated. There is therefore 
not only a poſitive affirmation of Herod's having 
died in an untrue year, but there is an accurate 
calculation of 37 years founded upon it, in evi- 
dence to the truth of the affirmation, and as 
ſuch, it has accordingly been adduced by chro- 
nologiſts. Whereas it is only a proof of the 
greater extent of the abuſes which exiſt in this 
Jewiſh hiſtory, L. aviii. v. 221 
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i -the- proceding able, as; goth very, of 
-Chtiſt's- age faces the xxii of Tiberius, ., which 
ſhows; if Chriſt was not baptized till hem as 30, 
chat his baptiſm fell in the laſt year of Tibe- 
muh teign. It has however been abſerved 
n All he. eccleſiaſtical | e 
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ſince” the beginning of the iv century, that 
Chriſt's baptiſm happened at leaſt thtee years 
before his paſſion, and the truth of this obſer- 
vation may be {till verified, by marking the ſe⸗ 
veral ſucceſſive paſſovers, and other ſigns of 
the ſeaſons which are recorded by the-ovange-" 
liſts in the courſe of Chriſt's miniſtry: If there 
fore Chriſt's baptiſm were ſet in the xxii of Tibe- 
rius, his paſſion would ftand 3 years after the 
xxii* of Tiberius, or in the ii of Caligula: 
dut according to? Tacitus, Chriſt ſuffered! in 
the reign of TIberius. There is now. there- 


fore, a neceſſity of either concluding Taritus 


io be miſtaken in this fact, and all- the other 
authors whO agree to his teſtimony; or of ſup- 
poſing that Chriſt was baptized at leaſt” 3 years 
before he was zo, and of conſequence, that the 
30 years in Luke, which in all ages of chriſti- 
anity, a8 far back as tradition goes, have been 
imagined to be the age of Chriſt at his baptiſm 
have ſome other ſignification. Accordingly it 
may be ob ſerved, that the peculiar arrangement 
of the original words of the paſſage in which the 
30 yeats are found, bas often excited ſpecylation. 
L c. . v. 23. Kat avror 3 5 Trichy cg tu 
Thlizobre affe thy as ev5pu ere vis Jugyp 
75, FP. And Nail himſelf was as if beginning 30 

Fears, 
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Wat, being as was fuppoJed, the fon.of Foſeph, of 
Eli. It was the. antient way of underſtapdi ing 
theſe words, as if Chriſt was entering his goth 
at his. baptiſm; but this meaning they, cannot 
have, becauſe it is, not rp,axocre the geth but 
Tpranovra. 30, à word. containing 30, times 2 
Herod's death, as, falſely ſtated, and the xv of 
Gage would; admit off; it ſeems: then to. have 
been firſt underſtood, ab if it meant that Chriſt 
Vans 30 ears. complete. Bot neither can this 
interpretation be given it, becauſe if, Chriſt at his 
baptiſm was $0. years complete, he was not pe- 
ginaing ihem He on the cantrary had ended 
zem; bat here it is cxpreſly affiemed byrthe 
word aproperor that Chriſt was beginging 30 
years, which demonſtrates that Chriſt is conſi- 
dere as at the firſt: car of go, as petſon at 
the ſirſt mie of 30 is at the beginning of 30 
miles, and. that the literal ſenſe of this paſſage, 
does neither imply that Chriſt had lived ag or 
30 vate but that he had ta live 30 years from 
ihe patticnlat epoch. Luke alludes 10, 48 it 
would be underſtood of a perſon,who was begjo- 
nin a courſe of 30 wilez, that he had. to travel 
ade eee laſt. $06 Ms 4he Lakes 
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cannot therefore be ſuppoſed here to allude to 
the æra of Chriſt's baptiſm, or to mean that 
Chriſt was beginning 30 years at his baptiſm; 48 
this would n that Chriſt og 30 WR * 
his baptiſm. * 
Luke gives the hiſtory of John's miniſtry, 
without any' interruption, till the impriſonment 
of John, before he mentions the baptiſm of 
Chriſt, though it is evident from the other evan- 
geliſts, that Chriſt was baptized” before John 
was put in priſon; from which” circumſtance, 
it is plain Luke does not deſcribe events in a 
chronological order. Accordingly in the ſame 
chapter, we have another example of the ſume 
kind; for having omitted to mention the pede- 
pree of | Chriſt, at the the birth of Chriſt, as 
Matthew had done, and yet not chuſing to 
ommit giving it, like John and Mark, therefore 
after recording Chriſt's baptiſm, and before he 
proceeds to his miniſtry, inſerts his petlegree; 
and being thus by his narrative carritd back to 
Chriſt's genealogy, takes that opportunity o 
informing his readers, that Cbriſt dad a ff le- 
ginning 30 years, being as was ſuppoſed, the Jow of 
Joſepb, &c. by which it is plain, that the 30 years 
ate connected with the genealogy of Chriſt; -arifl 
not with his baptiſm ; and that Chriſt was be⸗ 
P ginning 
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Finning theſe 20 years at his genealogy, 0 or at 
his birth, che point of life « to \ which genealogies 
ae attached; thus fecretly to convey, that 30 
vere. do be the number of years Chriſt was to 
Aive after his birth, ſeeing if he had to live more 
ot fewer years than 30, he would not at his 
birth have been beginning 30 in preference to 
ahe particular umher he afterwards lived; + har 
have been beginning. this particular . e 
preferenge to 30 and to all o other numbers. 4 
| therefore it appeared. from hiſtory, that there 

vas only an inferval c of 3 39 years between the year 
of the taxing and the laſt laſt of Tiberius; and yet 
it allo. was manifeſt | from hiſtory, that Chriſt ſuf- 
fered, vnder Tiberius, . Which produced a a neceſ- 
lich of inferring, ch at Chriſt's $ 5 ar } his paſlion, 
oould. not have exceeded 300 f 2 it is evident, | 
that the literal tranſlation of the paſſa fage in Luke, 
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and, nig), attachment. to Cris by 
Jolbifies chiltory, a5 ta this fat, by Koning 
Ghriſ really, was in live in fleſhyno more th AT 
* Dobag we he qbſerved, the 25 
mH ord 8 bſe 4515 ſhe E. 
Balisien of che grſt fathers, excepting. Eee bn 
eee Sup zo 5 hip palion, bs 
dige being. Lit, raiſed above 30 by Irenevs ay 
Kabi. and ſubſequent Auth ors, Jn 2 
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Quence of their taking it for granted, chat the 
paſſage in Luke, acknowledged Chriſt to be 
70 upon entering his miniſtry, and that there- 
fore every year they diſcovered in his minillry, 
that he afterwards lived in the fleſh, ought to 
be added to 30. By this kind of analogy, Ire. 
neus who ſpppoſed 20 years paſſed between 
Chriſt's 'baptiſm and paſſ ion, concluded Chriſt 
was + 5 at mis 21 5 Er ſuppoſed 
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1 whatever number fo years | Were diß⸗ 
covered t to have paſſed | between the x of Wis 
emperor and che P alGon, ought to to Have bech 
added to 2 and not to 30, to have raiſe Chit 
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age 2 2 3 and not above 30. 
ence, chere exiſts three kinds WerAlinch! to 


Chris age at his crucitifon; not having cacerd- 
ed 30; Foe f h hiſtory it is demonſtrable? txt no 
Ee igteryal than 39 years, paſſed beten 
the year of the taxing,” when Clttiſt möſk Have 
been a "Jad" the lat year of * Tibetics 
80 hich reign” Chii iſt ſuffered” From 
& Like! char Enit ar oily beginining”$0 
Feats et "bis genealogy,” to intimate that Chriſt 
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only lived 30 after his birth: and from the 


moſt antient tradition of the Chriſtian church, 
it appears that Chriſt was only 30 at his paſſion, 
And there is no hiſtorical evidence againſt any 
of theſe teſtimonies. Now, as Chriſt, was bap- 
tized at leaſt 3 years before he ſuffered, he was 
of conſequence, at leaſt, 3 years vounger | than 
zo, or at moſt but 27 at his baptiſm ;. and if 


ba prized i in the 6th month after Johp' $ miniſtry 


began, which was the interval of difference be- 
tween John's s age and his, he would only be 23 
at his baptiſm, Chronologers have. therefore 
been guided by a very uncertain rule to the year 
of Chriſt's birth, when they imagined. that com- 
puting 30 years back from his baptiſm would 
lead to it, as Chriſt's 5 e at bis baptiſſ. did 
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not Exceed 27. Tbey ouever committed 
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he 5 baptized 1 in the 'xv of bake, ſeein og 


from this eli. being no more than in the ; 234 


year from the year of univerſal taxation, 0 Chriſt's 


age could not Have exceeded 23 in the xv of 
Tiberius, in which caſe his age could nc not have 
excebded 22 at his baptiſm, W * 
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'The name of Jeſus, was the Anointed, a a8 Da- 
vid was the fine of David, Beſides, 1 — 
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having Chriſt or Anointed for his name, he had 
alſo Anointed for his attribute, for at his bap- 
tiſm, he is ſaid to have been anointed with the 
Holy Ghoſt, Since then this anointing of Chriſt 
was one of the events which the 70 weeks were 
cut out to produce, and that the name Meſſiah, 
at which the 7 weeks end, not only may denote 
the anointed as a. name, but the anointed as an 
attribute, of conſequence, the 7 weeks by end- 
ing at Me Nab, may not only fortel the year of 
Chriſt's birth, but the year of his baptiſm, | Now 
tho' Chriſt's baptiſm does not clearly appear from 
Luke, to have fallen i in the xy of Tiberius, yer 
the xy of this emperor, when John's baptiſm. 
degan, is preciſely 7 weeks from another reſto- 
ration of Jeruſalem. The reſtoration referred to 
is that of Herod's, to pull down and rebuild. 
the temple," "which e event being recorded in one 
part of *Joſephus's. hiſtory, in the xviſi of He-. 
rod's 1 reign, and in another part, in the xy of 
the king, 1 18 thence ſhewn to have fallen in the 
23 . for that year v was the xviii of Herod's 
reign, from his firſt being made k ing, and his 
xv from the death of his rival Antigonus, The 
following t table exhibits theſe two ways of com- 

puting Herod's reign, ſhowing how the ſeven 

becks computed trom this reſtoration of the 

TE temple 
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Alcxandrinus-and- Origen, believed that Chriſt 
was crucified about 42 years before the de- 
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ducts to the xv of Tiberius, Julius Africanus 
placed the paſſion in the xvi of this emperor, 
Euſebius in the xviii, moſt of the moderns in 
the xix, excepting Scaliger and Sir Iſaac New- 
ton, and a few others, who have ſet the paſſion 
in the xx of Tiberius, or in A. D. 34. Now 
theſe various opinions concerning the year of the 
paſſion, are founded upon a ſimilar analogy 
with that which it was 2 determined his 
age at his paſſion. 

Clemens Alexandrinus, and ſome of the an- 
tient chriſtians, who imagined that Chriſt ſuf- 
fered in the xv of Tiberius, in conſequence of a 
miſtaken conſtruction of the paſſage in Iſaiah, 
in which Chrilt is ſpoken of, as ſent to proclaim 
the acceptable year of the Lord, concluded that 
Chriſt's miniſtry had therefore laſted but one 
year. Et quod anno ſolo oporteret eum predicare 
boc quoque fec ſcriptum eſt annum acceptabilem 2 
mini prædicatum mifit me. Clem. A. Strom. This 
opinion was ſo obviouſly contrary to the hiſtory 
of Chriſt's miniſtry, as recorded by St. John, in 
the courſe of which, three paſſovers are ſuccet- 
fively mentioned, that Ireneus concluſively re- 
futes the opinion, by pointing out theſe 3 paſſ- 
overs, and aſking how all the 3 could poſſibly 
fall in one year. Euſebius ſeemingly taking up 

| this 
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this hint ſuggeſted by Ireneus, of obſerving” the 
paſſovers, to diſcover che number of years 
Chriſt's miniſtry laſted, added another paſſover 
to the 3 pointed out by Ireneus; and having 
thus traced 4 paſſovets in the hiſtory of Chriſt's 
miniſtry, thence concluded it had laſted 3 years; 
and as he took it for granted, that Chriſt was 
baptized at 30, in the xv of Tiberius, he thence 
concluded the paffion had fallen in the xviii of 
this emperor, And he endeavouted to confirm 
this opinion'by the following' paſſage taken from 
the works of one Phlegon, concerning à great 
darkneſs in the 4th year of the 262th olympiad, 
anſwering however, to the xix of Tiberius, and 
which darkneſs he concluded to be the ſatme as 
that which prevailed over all the earth, while 
Chriſt hung upon the croſs: There was # great 
and moſt remarkable eclipſe of any that ' happened 
before it. The day was ſo turned into night of the 
66 hour, that the flors were Teen, and an earth. 
quake overturned many houſes at Nice in Bythynia. 

Tertultian however wrote abbut 10 years be. 
fore Eufebius, and he believed that Chriſt fur. 
fered in the xv of Tiberius. Now Tertullitn Alf 
quotes a'darknefs, as recorded in the Roman an- 
nals: At the ſame monens the day was withdripy, 


even tobi lt Nr lin wwas at its bigbt ; thoſe that'nt- 
Q ver 
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ver knew that this alſo was ſpoken concerning Chriſt, 
Judged it to be nothing but an eclipſe, and yet you 
find that chance that befeil the world recorded in 
your own monuments, Tertul. Apol. c. xxi. Uſh- 
er. Origen ſays, I believe that 42 years intervened 
between the time they crucified Chriſt, and the ſub- 
werfon of Jeruſalem. Origen however alſo men- 
tions the darkneſs recorded by Phlegon, as that 
which accompanied the crucifixion, De ſole au- 
tem Cæſaris tempore abſcurato quo imperante 
Jeſus creditur cruci fuiſſe affixus, & de magnis 
terræ nunc motibus factis ſcripſit Phlegon in 
tertio decimo vel decimo quarto, ut arbitror de 
temporibus libro. Orig. Cont. Cels. l. 111. 
Julius Africanus, who wrote before the mid- 
dle of the third century, between Origen, and 
Alexandrius, was a celebrated chronologer, to 
whoſe work Euſebius refers, and yet Africanus 
in the extract given by Syncellus, imme- 
diately after quoting the darkneſs from the 
6th to the gth hour recorded by Phlegon, and 
anſwering the objections which had been made 
againſt it, explains the 70 weeks of Daniel to 

end at the xvi of Tiberius, as if that had been 

the year of the paſſion, and from thence ſhows 
that he conſidered the darkneſs recorded by 

Phlegon, as having happened in the xvi of Ti- 

8 | berius. 
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berius. Now, if Tertullian, who believed that 
Chriſt ſuffered in the xv of Tiberius, quotes a 
darkneſs as having happened at the crucifixion ; 
and Origen, who alſo believed the crucifixion 
fell in the xv of Tiberius, quotes this very dark- 
neſs recorded by Phlegon ; and if Fulius Afri- 
canus mentions the quotation from Phlegon in a 
more preciſe manner than either Euſebius or theſe 
other authors have done, and yet determines 
the xvi of Tiberius to have been the year of the 
paſſion , it follows, that the year in which the 
darkneſs happened is utterly uncertain, and that 
altho' it cannot be doubted but that Phle- 
gon had recorded it, ſeeing all theſe authors 
agree in this point, yet he ſeems not to have 
recorded the particular year of Tiberius's reign 
in which it happened; in conſequence of 
which omiſſion, theſe ſeveral authors were at 
hberty to ſpeak of it, as the darkneſs which 
prevailed when Chriſt ſuffered, tho? they diſa- 
greed from each other concerning the year in 
which he did ſuffer. Uſher, however, was in- 
fluenced by this darkneſs, to place the paſſion 
m the xix of Tiberius, the year in which the 
darkneſs ſtands in Euſebius's chronicle, 


Hence 


© 2a” ) 
Hence the year of the paſſion: has been equal- 
ly uncertain as the year of the nativity. All the 
chriſtian fathers who lived neareſt the, event, have, 
however, been evidently more miſtaken concern- 
ing the true year in which it happened, than the 
chronologers of the 4th century and of the mo- 
dern ages, ſeeing by the very argument of the 
paſſovers drawn from, 1 it muſt be al. 


at Jeaft 4 years, and there appears no reaſon in 
ſcripture againſt his having ſurvived that era 
ſome: years more than 4. The remembrance of 
the true year of the paſſion was therefore loſt be- 
fore the age of Ireneus, tho* only the next but 
one after John the Evangeliſt, and no rule was 
afterwards thought to remain to diſcover it, but 
that which was derived from numbering the ſe- 
veral marks of the ſeaſons, that are interſperſed 
in the Evangeliſts, and which ſome chranolo- 
gers have made to be more, and others fewer. 
It will however now appear, that there is ano- 
ther rule than this, for diſcovering the year of 
the paſſion. 

As 30 years. were the age of Chriſt at bis 
paſſion, they might of conſequence be convert- 
ed into a rule of diſcovering the year of the 
nativity, by reckoning 30 back from the paſſion, 
was the year of the paſſion known, as they for- 

| merly, 
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merly, to diſcover the nativity, were reckoned 
back from the baptiſm ; but as the year of the 
paſſion is. not aſcertained by any hiſtorical docu- 
ment, whereas the year of the nativity is, thence 
altho' the goth year cannot be computed back 
from the year of the paſſion, to find the year of 
the nativity, yet they may be computed forward 
from the year of the nativity, to find the year 
of the paſſion. Computing therefore, by this 
rule, the 30 years from the month of December 
6, the year of the taxing, and they run to De- 
cember 36, as the month and year of the paſſi- 
on. Seeing however, Chriſt ſuffered at a paſſ- 
over which never fell in December, but in 
March or April, and the words in Luke, as if 
30, permits the ſuppoſition that Chrift at his 
paſſion, was not preciſely 30, but was either a 
little more or leſs, of conſequence, Chriſt ſuf- 
fered either at the paſſover next after December 
36, when he would be about 3 months more 
than 30, or at the paſſover of 36, when he 
would be about g months leſs. As Tacitus and 
Swetonius have however agreed in recording . 
that Tiberius died in the 16th of March, A. D. 
37, which was before the paſſover of that year, 
the paſſover according to Sir Iſaac Newton, fall- 
ing late or on the 20th of A pril, and Chriſt from 
this 


0 

this circumſtance, could not have ſuffered when 
3 months above 3o, or at the paſſover of 37, 
without ſuffering in the reign of Caligula, of 
conſequence, he muſt have ſuffered when 9 
months under go, at the paſſover of 36, which 
was the laſt paſſover in Tiberius's reign. It will 
accordingly appear, that the author of the cor- 
ruptions of Joſephus hiſtory, had known that 
Chriſt ſuffered at the laſt paſſover of Tiberius's 
reign, becauſe there are evident traces of an 
attempt to conceal this fact now exiſting in this 
hiſtory. 

' Joſephus has recorded, that after Pilate's de- 
poſition, - Vitellius the governor of Syria came 
to Jeruſalem during a feaſt of the Jews, called 
the paſſover. That when he returned to An- 
tioch, letters arrived from Tiberius, command- 
ing him to make peace with Artabanus King of 
the Parthians; that Vitellius accordinly met 
Artabanus upon the Euphrates, with whom he 
concluded a peace. That he then returned to 
Antioch, and agaia received letters from Tibe- 
rius, which directed him to make war upon 
Aretas king of Arabia; and in his march to 
Arabia, went a ſecond time to Jeruſalem, where 
intelligence overtook him that Tiberius was 

dead. #7 
; Now, 
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Now, as Tiberius died in March 16th, As 
D. 37 before the paſſover, of conſequence it was 
impoſſible by this narrative, to avoid concluding 
that the paſſover which happened while Vitellius 
was the firſt time at Jeruſalem, before. he went 
to the Euphrates, was the paſſover of A. D. 
36; and: as he went not to that paſſover till 
after Pilate was depoſed, that therefore Pilate's 
depoſition. had happened before the paſſover of 
36. Accordingly this concluſion has been 
drawn from the paſſage by Sir Iſaac Newton, to 
prove that A. D. 36, could not be the year of 
the paſſion, for as Chriſt ſuffered under Pilate, 
he neceſſarily muſt have ſuffered before Pilate's 
depoſition, and if Pilate was depoſed in 36, then 
Chriſt muſt have ſuffered before 36. 

This recital found in Joſephus's hiſtory, 1s 
however utterly irreconcileable to another cir- 
cumſtance recorded by the ſame Jewiſh hiſto- 
rian; for in the account he gives of the depo- 
fition of Pilate from the government of Judea, 
he ſays, that in conſequence of an information 
being laid againſt Pilate by the Samaritans, Vi- 
tellius the governor of Syria, diſpatched his 
friend Marcellus, to take care of the govern- 
ment, and ordered Pilate to Rome, to anſwer 
to the charges before the emperor ; and that 

| Pilate 
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Pilate according to the mandate of Vitellius, 
which he dared not diſobey, hurried yreryero 
to Rome, but before he got there, Tiberiys 
was dead. Foſeph. Ant. viii. v. Now, as it 
appears Pilate hurfied to Rome after his depoſi- 
tion, and yet before he got there that Tiberius 
was dead, and Tiberius died in March, A. D. 
37, of conſequence, Pilate could ft have been 
depoſed in the March A. D. 36, for this would 
imply, that upwards of a whole year was ſpent in 
Pilate's hurrying from Paleſtine to Rome, whereas . 
this journey could eaſily have been performed in 
38 days, which is the allowance Sir Iſaac New- 
ton himſelf has ſet upon the diſtance, who for- 
ſeeing it might from this circumſtance be ob- 
ſerved, that Pilate's depoſition had not happened 
ſo far back as the narrative about Vitellius ſug- 
gefted ; endeavoured to obviate the objecti- 
on, by ſubjoining, that by reaſon of delays, 
Tiberius was dead before Pilate got to Rome, 
Joſephus however, has mentioned no delays, | 
which of conſequence, leaves the word hurfy of 
itſelf, to prove, that Vitellius could not have 
been at Jeruſalem at a paſſover in Tiberius's 
reign after Pilate's depoſition, and have after- 
wards gone to meet Artabanus at the Euphrates 
in the ſame reiga, As it however expreſsly ap- 


pears 
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pears from Suetonius, in Caligula, c. xiv, that 


it was in Caligula's reign this meeting between 
Vitellius and Artabanus happened; and that it 
farther appears from Dion Caſſius, it was in 
the 3d conſulſhip of Caligula, who was 
not 3d time conſul till the 4th year after 
Tiberius died, of conſequence, the chronology 
of Vitellius's expedition. is not only refuted by 
the word Hurry in Joſephus himſelf, but is ex- 
preſsly contradicted by two Roman hiſtorians. 
Of all the abuſes therefore which have yet 
been ſhewn to exiſt in Joſephus' hiſtory, none 
appears ſo refined as this narration in Vitellius g 
as without affirming Pilate had left Jeruſalem 
before the laſt paſſover in Tiberius's reign, the 
reader himſelf is compelled to make this con- 
cluſion, and at the ſame time to draw the. other 
concluſion which depends upon it, that as 
Chriſt ſuffered under Pilate, and could therefore 


not have ſuffered after Pilate was depoſed, then 


if his depoſition happened before the laſt paſſover 
of Tiberius reign, that of conſequence the 
crucifixion mult alſo have happened before the 
laſt paſſover in that reign. 

The laſt paſſover in Tiberius's reign, is not 
not only ſhewn to be the year of the crucifixion 
by the rule of reckoning 30 years forward from 
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the nativity, and by the attempts which appear 
in Joſephus' hiſtory, to make it be believed 
that Pilate was removed from Paleſtine before 
that paſſover, but from the - anſwer the Jews 
made to Chriſt, concerning the temple at the 
firſt paſſover of Chriſt's miniſtry. Then ſaid the 
Jews, forty and fix Jears Was this temple i in building, 
.and wilt thou rear it up in 3 days. John ii. 20. 
It no where appears, that the temple was 46 
years in building; accordingly, the literal 
verſion of the original of this paſſage does 
not affirm the temple had been 46 years in 
building, but 46 years built. Forty and fix 
years bas this temple been built. TESGAPRKOVTE 
Xa EE ere bed: rd 0 Wg wroc, Theſe 
words were ſpoken at the firſt paſſover of Chrilt's 
miniſtry, 3 years before the paſſover at which 
he ſuffered. It has appeared, that he ſuffer- 
ed in A. D. 36. This anſwer was there- 
fore made by the Jews, in A. D. 33. Now, 
| 46 Years computed from the Þ years which Jo- 
ſephus has ſaid the temple took in building, end 
preciſely in A. D. 33, as is manifeſt ; in the fol. 
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| Akho' the Jews therefore ſeem to have 
entertained an erroneous tradition, that their 
temple had taken 46 years in building, yet 
when the evangeliſt John records their tradition, 
he relates the real matter of fact, in order to give 
2 chronological rule to his reader, to diſcover 
the number of years that had paſſed between 
the embelliſhment of the temple by Herod, and 

the firſt paſſover of Chriſt's miniſtry, 
Hence it appears, that theſe 30 years, which 
are mentioned in the 3d chapter of Luke, im- 
mediately 
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mediately after the baptiſm of Chriſt, and 
which, for this reaſon, in all ages of Chriſti- 
anity, ſince the ad century, have been attached 
to Chriſt's baptiſm, and conſidered as his age at 
his baptiſm, and a rule of finding his birth, by. 


- reckoning 30 years back from his baptiſm, are 


on the contrary his age at his paſſion, and a rule 


to diſcover the year of his paſſion, by reckoning 
30 years forward from his nativity, | 
Jeſus Chriſt anſwered Pilate, my kingdom is not 
of this world. And it accordingly appears by 
many paſſages of ſcripture, that the kingdom of 
Chriſt did not commence till after his reſurree- 
tion, Hence he ſays of himſelf, after his re- 
ſurrection, all power is given me in heaven and on 
earth. Mat. xxviii. 18. In the book of Reve- 
lations, immediately after bring diſtinguiſhed 
as the firſt begotten of the dead, he is ſtiled the 
prince of the kings of the earth, Rev. c. 1. 8. 


and after his aſcenſion into heaven, he is deſcribed 
as ſet down at the right hand of God, far above 


all principalitiy and power, and might, and domi- 
nion, and every name that is named, and bad all 
things put under his feet. Eph. i. 

Seeing the 7 weeks, beſides foretelling the 
coming of Meſſiah, foretel alſo the coming of 
the prince, as the 70 weeks were both de- 

n 
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termined upon Daniel's people, and upon his 
holy city; and that Chriſt; tho? born a prince, 
was not in poſſeſſion of his kingdom till his re- 
ſurrection; thence it will appear, that the 7 
weeks, in order to foretel the coming of the 
prince, as they had foretold the coming of the 
Meſſiah, ſhould end at the reſurrection and aſ- 
cenſton of Chriſt, as they ended at his birth and 
daptiſm. Accordingly, the 7 weeks are demon- 
ſtrated to end at Chriſt's reſurrection by the 46 
years in John's Goſpel; for as Chriſt ſuffered 3 
years after theſe 46 computed from the finiſhing 
of the temple, he of conſequence, ſuffered and 
roſe again at the expiration of 49 years from 
the finiſhing of the temple. Theſe 46 years in 
John's Goſpel, are therefore 46 of Danicl's 49 
years; and this proves that the 7 weeks, beſides 
running from a decree to rebuild, alſo run from 
the finiſhing of buildings, which is the kind 
of date that is attached to the 62 weeks. 

- Joſephus has recorded, that the temple itſelf 
was finiſhed in 18 months, tho' the outer en- 
cloſures took 8 years, If then the 18. months 
be computed from the 18th-of Herod, and the 
49 years from them, this will bring the end of 
the 49 years 18 months farther forward, than 
when they were computed from Herod's reſo- . 
* a lution 
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lution to rebuild in his 18ch year; by which al- 
teration, the 49 years inſtead of ending in the 
beginning of John's baptiſm, in the xv of Ti- 
berius, will fall about the middle of Tiberius's 
xvi, when it is ſtill more probable, that Chriſt 
was baptized ; in which caſe, as Chriſt's paſſion 
was 49 years ſubſequent to the finiſhing the outer 
works of the temple, his baptiſm would be 4g 
years from the finiſhing the inner works. The 
following table exhibits the ſeveral applications 
of the 3, weeks, ſhowing how the weeks run from 
Cæſar's decree to the birth of Chriſt, from the 
finiſhing of the inner temple, to the xvi of Ti- 
berius, and from the finiſhing of the outer works, 
to the year in which Chriſt roſe from the dead. 
This table alſo centains the 3o years of Chriſt's 
age, and the yours of Tiberius's reign. 
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Reer ION II. 5 
The 62 Weeks, or 454 Years. 


Dan, ix. A ND threeſcore and two weeks the 
Ver. 25. ſtreet ſball be built again, and the 
wall even in troublous times. 26. And after tbree- 
core and two weeks ſhall Meſſiah be cut off, From 
an attention to theſe words, it is manifeſt that the 
62 weeks are twice applied ; once to foretell the 
time the ſtreet and wall were to be built again; 
and next, the time when Meſſiah was to be cut 
off, All the expoſitors ſeem to have overlooked 
8 25 8 8 this 
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this twofold application, by which inattention, 
their endeavours have been directed in give- 
ing the 62 werks one apphication only, or in 
| Hah, As this however is only their 2d appli- 
cation, before we enter upon it, we ſhall verify 
the diſtinction in f text, and prove that the 62 
weeks foretell reparations of Jeruſalem, before 
they foretell the eutting off the Meſian. 

The firſt mention of the 62 weeks is made in 
conjunction with the 7, in the following ſingular 
manner. Unis Meſſiah the prince Pall be 7 weeks, 
and 62 weeks, the ſtreet fhall be. built again. 
This connection naturally fuggeſted the idea of 
computing the 7 weeks from Ezra or Nehe- 
miah ; and joining the 62 weeks to the year in 
which the 7 ended, to make one ſtraight line of 
69 weeks ending at the paſſion. The year in 
which it was fuppeſed that Ezra received his 
commiſſion, was however, always found to be 
more than 69 weeks, and the year Nehemiah 
received his, to be leis than 69 from the year 
of the paſſion ; ſo that expoſitors were conſtantly 
foiled, when they adopted this idea of explana- 
tion, The ,reafon of their Giſappointment, is 
now manifeſt, ſeeing the 7 werks themſelves, 
end 
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end in the year of the paſſion; which demon- 
ſtrates, that it was never the ſole intent of the 
prophet. to join, the 62 weeks to the year the 7 
ended, in order to make 69, weeks, that the 
paſſion might be foretold by the number 69. 
As the 7 weeks of tbemſelves foretell the 

birth, baptiſm, and aſcenſion. of Chriſt, the 62 
weeks cannot therefore now be joined to any of 
theſe three terminations of the 7, and comput- 
ed forward, ſceing this mode of computation 
would. carry them almoſt 400 years beyond the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem. The 62 weeks are 
however, joined to the ead of the 7 by the par- 
ticle and, by which circumſtance, they cannot be 
ſeparated from the end of the 7. Let them there- 
fore, remain joined to the laſt end of the 7, in 
A. D. 36, the year of Chriſt's reſurrection, 
and computed not forwards, but backwards 
from that year, and they will be obſerved to 
run. to the vi of Artaxerxes Mnemon, the year 
in which it has been ſhewn Ezra received his 


commiſſion, and when ſuch events happened as 

the 62 weeks were particularly appointed to 

forctell; for when Ezra came to Jeruſalem all 
the people are deſcribed fitting in the Areet of 
Bod, and therefore the ſtreet was built. Eara in 
/ his 
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his player hanked God for giving them a tall, 
ant?” therefore the wall was built. And Ezra 
and his tompany faſted three days at the river 
Ahava for fear of their enemies, fo that ir” was 
alſo troublous times. 34 
This mode of computing the 62 Nene back- 
Wards Will not appear fo very extraordinary, 

if ir be remembered, that the 70 were cut 
out upon Daniel's people, into four diviſions; 
and that theſe 62, by being one of the 
four dioiſions, are of conſequence j in a ſtate of 
ſeparation from the pie” z- This "Wk their 


by the particle 4 yet, there” is n neceſſi ty 
for them to run in the ſame direction with the 
7. ſeeing their beginning may be ſet to the end 
of the 75 and their courſe turned a any: 

way. * ; { 36 F 
There was a great earthquake at Chriſt's re 
ſurrection, and there had alſo been one at his 
crucifixion, in which the rocks were rent; and 
in one or other of the'two, or in both, it is pro- 
bable many of the buildings of Jeruſalem may 
have been damaged or ſhaken down. This ſug- 
- geſts the idea, that the 434 years beſides being 
ed ſrom the end of the 49 at the 
reſurreRion, 


Fi 
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reſurrection, alſo-fpring from the demolition of 
Jeruſalem occaſioned by theſe earthquakes which. 
attended the death and reſurrection of Chriſt; 
and that a demolition is therefore the proper 
date of the 62 weeks, A demolition ſeems 
farther ſuggeſted as their date, from their end- 
ing at a reſtoration; for it is more natural to 
ſuppoſe, that the fireets were zo be built again in 
434 years from a time they were demoliſhed, 
than from any other epoch, If according- 
ly, this idea of explanation be followed our, 
it will appear that moſt of the demolitions of 
Jeruſalem | upon record, arc preciſely 434 years 
diſtant from reſtorations of the Tame city; ; 
and however remarkable this fact may ſeem, yet, 
as the chronology upon which the illuſtration of 
it depends, is not to be controverted; nothing 
more is neceſſary to the demonſtration, than to 
find out a demolition of Jeruſalem, and reckon 
434 years cither backwards or forwards from it. 
N Upon the victory which Joaſh king of Iſrael 
obtained over Amaziah king of Judah, it is 
ſaid, that Joaſh brale down the wall of Jeruſalem, 
from the gate of Epbraim, to the corner gate, 400 
cubits. 2 Ch. xxv. 23. It is then immediately ſub- 
joined, that Amaziah lived xv years after the death 
| of yours which intimates that Joaſh died imme- 
diatcly 
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mediately after his victory, and of courſe, that 
Amaziah lived preciſely av yrars after this demo- 
lition af the wall. Now 434 years dated from the 
xv ycar before Amaziah died, end preciſcly in 
the vii of Artauerxes Mnemon, when Eta ar- 
rived at Jeruſalem, and repaired the temple, 
Is ile gib month, in the 10th day. of the month, 
which was the xix of Nebuchadnegzar king of Ba. 
Han, came Nebuzaradan captain of, the, guard, 
which ſerved the king of Babylon, into Jeruſalem, 
13. Aud burned. the, houſe f the Lord, and the 
king's houſe, and al the hauſes of Jeruſalem, and 
all the houſes of the great meu burned he with fre, 
14 And all the. army of the Chaldeans that were 
with the captain of the guard, brake down, all the 


walls of Jeruſalam round about, Jerem, ch. li. If 


#34 years be reckoned, from the xix of Nebu- 
.chadnezzar, which anſyers to the year 388, 
| A. C. they will be obſerxed. to end i in the 160 
year of the Scleucian æra, or in the. year 1 53 
A. wE where Jonathan Maccabeus is deſeribed 


repairing, Kart in exceeding croublous 
times, as the es were then ſtruggling to ſhake 


off the Syro-macedonian yoke. T his "done, 7 '0- 
nathay ſettled kimfelf i in Jeruſalem, and began to 

build and repair the eig; and he PLAT, the 
wor knen 7 tuild the rell, e end the neun: Zion 
: | - 27 36-25 % 
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jound about with ſquare ſtones for nene and 
they did ſo. 1 Maccab. ch. x. 10, 11. e 
And David commanded to gather together * | 
rangers that were in the land of Hrael; and be [et 
maſons to hew wrought ones to build the houſe of 
the Lord. 1 Ch. xxii, 2. This command of 
David's for preparing to build the temple, ap- 
pears to have happened about the xxxviii year of 
his reign. Now if the 62 weeks or 434 years are 
reckoned backward from the xx of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, they wilt be obſerved to fall in the xxzviit 
of David's reign. This example is therefore a 
proof that the 62 weeks are een back- 
A 9 
At the death of Joſhua, the tribes of Judah 
and Simeon defeated the king of Jeruſalem, 
took him priſoner, cut oc his thumbs' and 
great toes, and brought him to Jeruſalem: and 
then it is added, now the children of Fudab had 
fought againſt Jeruſalem, and had taken it, and 
akte it with the edge of the foord, and ſet the 
city on fre. Jud. i i. 8. from the manner in which 
theſe words are inſerted, it is intimated that the 
children of Judah had burnt Jeruſalem ſome 
time before the war which immediately followed 
J oſhuz's death. And this is confirmed by other 
circumſtances: after the battle of Gibeon i it is 
particularly 
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particularly id, that. Joſhua {mote all the coun- 
try of the hills and the ſprings ; Jeruſalem was 
therefore taken and ſmitten on that occaſion, 
becauſe that city was ſituated among hills, and 
tte king of it had fallen in conſequence of the 
battle of Gibeon. Jeſb. xi, 63. At the end of 
Joſhua's wars, the children, of Judah are ac- 
cordingly deſcribed in poſſeſſion of the city and 
dwelling in it, thoꝰ unable to drive the Jebuſites 
out of the fort. Now if the children of Judah 
were dwelling i in Jeruſalem at the concluſion of 
Joſhua's wars, it cannot be ſuppoſed they would 
have burnt the city at Joſhua's death, nor have 
brought Adonibezek to a city that was burnt. 
They had therefore burnt the city after the hat- 
tle of Gibeon, repaired it at the end of Joſhua's 
wars, and then continued to dwell in it ever 
after, which is the reaſon why, in their war with 
the king of the fort after Joſhya's death, the 


relation of the burning of the city is given ” 

| in. ſuch a manner, as to convey the idea that 4 
it had been burnt ſome conſiderable time 
before thoſe events happened, amongſt which, * 

eq 


the relation of the burning is inſerted, — — 
Let therefore the 62 weeks be computed 
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: from this firſt demolition of the city of Jeru- 
ſalem, 


— 55 
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ſalem, in the 41 year of the departure of the If: 
| raelites from Egypt, which was the firſt year 
of Joſhua's command, and the year in which 
the battle of Gibeon was decided, and they will 
be obſerved to end in the ſame year that the 
62 weeks ended, when computed backwards 
from the burning of Jeruſalem by Nebuchad- 
nezzar. 

Theſe 5 applications of the 62 weeks, are de- 
lineated in the following table. The firſt” ap- 
plication runs forward from the firſt year of 
Joſhua, to David's command to Prepare for 
building the the temple; the ſecond, forward 
from' the xv of Amaziah to Ezra; the third, 
forward from the xix of Nebuchadnezzar, to 
Jonathan Maccabeus; the fourth, backward 
from the reſurrection of Chriſt, to the xix of 
Nebuchadnezzar ; and the fifth backwards from 
the xix of Nebuchadnezzar, to king David's 
commandment, we. 
A Table extending from the Acteffion of Joſbua, 
85 tbe Year of Chriſt's Reſurreftion. 
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At the BE Sm 23 re 62 weeks: forete 
teparations of Jeruſalem and troublous times, 
they-alſo foretelt returns of political life to che 
inhabitants of the city, and to the Jewiſb le- 
giſtation; "and. ſovereignty; | for à little While 
defore David; commanded to | Prepare mate- 


— ow 
— 2 bn dg rials 


©0300; 5 
nals for building the temple; Jetuſalem had 
deen rhſtbretti$0/'tife; when the inflrunient- of | 


echtem in the land of the deſtroying uni 


$9 wir impending] over it. By Era com: 
A M life, After ic had remained in a ſtate of 
ppliricat:dearh; from the ſuppreſſton of the xing 
dam of- Judak by the Babylonians, And Jo- 
tathan Maccabeus, by the preſent of the purple 
ade and golden crown! which! was fem him by 
the king of Syria, in the year that Jeruſalem was 
repaired,” became the firſt Jewiſtt prince that had 
—̃̃ eri of Fe- 
detinf.” IST F qm dy 

— n+. Grikingrectitinh 
2 ales” of the Jews and Jerofalim 
m deren times. Jeruſaem is deſtroped:cro = 
day by che Babylonians- and the Jews. under 
Joſhua,” but 444 years from eackr of chef dales 
Hities, Was in a very revert g tuation g for 
then it was gong 15 be embelliſhed by gels 
mon and Jonathan Macesbeus. 403 Cubjee of 
the” wall "are broken” down and its Ring- malen 
captive to day by the king of Meath," and Jeru- 
falem is ſhaken to day by the eurthqquatze u che 
crucifixion of Jeſus Chriſt” che for” of Gody rad 
king of the Jews, bit 344 yairs Font dach of 
theſe adverſities, it was under u ſta of proſpe- 
rity and ſtability under Ezra. 


At the ſame time that theſe 434 — 
puted 


. 169 Fl WS. 

1112244199 303 £81” 
puted lam Ameisen ob gerchtlem tub te 
Rorations of it, and eortectiy ſpari intervals ho- 
tuerm adverſiies and proſperitirꝭ / chey fræm ai 
% char che propher may be confidered! at ſaphg 
iy find thav the ſiſt of JohE¶r, Nate abc 


made preciſely twiee 434 yoats Mom che Ai 


v Bu ids teiguz and that the demon ion of 
wofilem By"the Babyloniabs, happened predifely 
ene middle poim of. time between cheſe t 
A , dad if you obſerve; chat che xxii u 
the emperor Tiberius, in which year Chriſt; fub- 
Wed, as bite 62 weeks from the demolitioh 
a Ahe dhe reſtoration of the Je cifh aſiirs um 

dr Eu, happened preciſely .between theſe 
weeks, y, muy be aſſured, chat the chr 
telogy oof. the period between the xxxviii of 
DiviPs gegn and the demolition of Jeruſalem 
by wr Baby loians, auc from thence to the firſt 
 vf Joriachans is upon che whole perfe&ily correct; 
and: tigt ale the chronology of the period, from 
the 1 of Arnaziah,, to the vii. of Artaxerxes 
Merion) and From thence to the xxii of the 


pere e, Fad _ rhe whole + 


091019 1 95 83 


(270 )) 


and therefore, | the} this latter-period of the Jew 
im affairs was got recorded by inſpired writers, 
but was entruſted to pagan hiſtorians, yet the 
chronology of the period may be: relied upon. 
The relation of this firſt demolition, of Jeru- 
Laem is connected with cutting off the great 
toes and thumbs. of Adonibeaek, n his 
confeſſion, bat threeſcere and ten kings bau- 
ink ibeir thumbs. and ibein toes cut off, gather 
ed their meat under my table, 4s I have done, jo 
God bath requited me. Jud. i. 6, 7. - Seeing there- 
fore, not only 70, che great number of Ny 
prophecy of the weeks, but the word cut, w 15 
has occaſioned o much ſpeculation by being 
attached by Daniel to the 70 weeks, are both 
connected with the relation of the firſt de- 


96 ma 


molition of Jeruſalem, and that the 62 weeks 


ſpring from this firſt demolition, by which it 


is conſtituted the origin of the prophecy of the 


necks, thence it will appear, that. .the celebra- 
| ed number 70, has been choſen by the Prophet, 
in preference to any other number, in allufion 
to the 70 kings, whoſe toes and thumbs were 


cut off, and the word cut, to, che cutting off 


their toes and thumbs; and allo to intimate, 


that the prophecy of the weeks Was: Fah related 
| to the firſt demolition of. J eruſalem. The He- 
brew 


0 82 1 52 r 


8; 8 5 


"OR word for Ba and ten, 1 the fame 


as the one for 70 in Daniel's prophecy. But 
che word for cut off, that is applied to the 50 


kings, is not the ſame as the Hebrew word cu 


oi, which is applied by Daniel to the 70 weeks, 
the word in Daniel being not-uſed'in any other” 
fire UF TN © See 10 102707047 bar 07 


4 n ; | | 1 3 8 CONST 


\, 38» 


913113 Weeks, or 434 Tears. 


" 4A * * tbrecſeore and two weeks oy 
1 . eſſa te cut off. Daniel, chap. ! ix. 26. 
15 | preceding table demonſtrates, that the 
62 W ** ces a are applie ied to foretell reparations of 
| Vage, and of conſequence, that they polteſs 
a property ick has never been ſuppoſed to bes 


9 1. * 


ri to t hem. . . We ſhall now ow, hat belides 


2X 0 5 1 to end, C5 
its b 100 11 ppoſed there was no Proper date 
e di 


| on, bu This "difficulty © conſtrained Sir Tſaac 


New rton, L 7 to tur -n them to foretell the nativi- 
ty, upon. 0 ſerving, that the xxvili of Ar. 
Wee the year Je oephuz hag ſet the finiſhing 


of 


Th: *ſecond ent US 8's 


iſtance of 62 weeks from the paſſi- 


— 


(- 77F ) 


of the alls of Jeruſalem by /Nehemiak; w. 
abope62 geeks fiom che year 2, A. C. in chic 


8 the W Plover, 


Se bean- b peped g 2 pay 
- the = dba be dated nenen 


n ee ar-qhe-arigity- Other bee. 


wivlogers perceiving it impoſſible to thwatt the 
end of tte. 64-welks from the paſion," have 
Pigs gheit- beginning to the 7, m thai mg 
Inge! 69; cad the 65 from Neherhiahy Sega 
however à Title off the pg; v5 prevent them vu 
ing paſt the paſſion; but if the gumber) or dhe 
ese an puſige th bree rel g 
"port my hypocheſis, or in the ſame inti nein be 
Fappoſed faulty, as has been dane in ſothe recent 
publications, there is an end ar once to 
ante open Teriprotey for io Wß fn 4 pili 
of ſcriptore etrontous in the ff E "betdbſe 
it cannot be explained, would \ 1 Prin 
Asie chat would invalidate” ll bes ges in 
"erigtare which contain the articles of th cuil. 
at Faith, -" cities eit 2270 yeh bids 93 mort 

10 be rt 62 wks wete Joined to they Ny the 
Teßvlativt and af PEE e PI fie 


ad now 


Cy 


Wi 


6 ag ? a 
wow ba obſerved, that the 2d G ws: jnined fip 
the end of the finſt; for- they. are connected wich 
the reparation of Jeruſalem, and the traublayg 
times, which were the events. at vhich the ſicſi 
bz ended, and 62 weeks. the firect- Hull: be buili 
ein, and the wall even in Kay times, and A. 
ter: thraeſeert. and 1100 weeks foall: Meſſiah bs cut 
aff. Wet therefore the 2 62 weeks he qoined 
49 the traubous times at Exra's eommiſſion. and 
computed not backwards, but forwards, and they 
Will rng to the. year. in which Chriſt way, erughs 
ked,; for a4 it. was 62 weeks back from the t- 
aumecdion tg Ears, it was 62 forward from Ezra 
e the paſſian: It was. therefore after. 64, weeks 
iſtom Rara, thats Meſſiah was aut off, or after 
tice: 6a-weeks from the demolition of the wall 
by the king of Iſracl z fo that Meſſiah was cht 
elfe boch after vice 62 weeks ſtraight forward = 
from, the demolirign, in the xv of Amaziah, and 
after twice 62 weeks from the earthquake at his 
on keſwrtedlen, reckoning the firſt 62 back 
Wards, and nd the other, forwards) 

* Che lay in the grave to the third day alter 
big paligne. Now. as the firlt 62 weeks pn 
ftom the third day after his paſſion, and. the. ſe⸗ 
2 6 endech at. -the paſſion, chere yas of . 
;Fonſequenee, . a, difference r 2.daps ln, 4, p. 
p 16. 


ES 

5. bebyetti the beg! inning of he Ert 67, a0 
d of ite fecond. Seting therefore Ezra Wa Fs 
cage Heer days at the river Ahava, in the 

98 H. C. When the firſt 62 ende and“ the 
2 Tec ban began , they there © was nor '&ly 4 | 
work iterval 0 ; days between the be hitch 
of the firſt 62, Al of the ſecond, Pot the 
ſame hors Tpace of time between the beginning 
of the Technd and end of the firſt, "The firſt 5 
vecks may therefore be conceived as ending 3 
the third day "of Ezra's faſt; and the ee 
25 s beginning on the Hrſt day of the faſt. 
Hut not for Bimſelf. The beginning and = 
'E the filr "62 weeks, preſent: a ſtriking contraſt; 
for it Bas been obſerved, that” Sedans lie at 
their begining 8. and reſt6rationis'at their end the 


#4 bt; 


firſt 62 werks, were reckoned Beth backward and 


SES * 


forwa ard, Which was allo another Kind « of contra 


743% 


The ſecond applicdtion'v was af contralted w with 


841 24; - 


the fiſt, becauſe the firſt went back from the e Fear. 
of the paſſion t9. Ezra, whereas the ſecong. rag 
forward. from Exra, to ihr here pf che paſſgn. It 
is therefore nat laid in this paſſage, that Meſfah 
was cut off for the ſan « of others + for. this g mode of: 
expreſſion would not have, contained a. contraſt. 
Is, is, ſaid, in , words, which, diſplay. Ihe gm 
a chat he was cut off, but et far Gim/elf. 
And 


( 33s, I, 
Aud the, bal of .the X nce that, foal], compy 
hal deftroy the ity and | ſouRuary, 41d, the X end 
thereof . with, a Hood, and unto the, end , 1488. 
bern "deſolations.. are. determined. la Math. 
xXli, 2. The Gentiles; are ; called; the armics of, 
Cb and they... were. therefore. he; People. of 
che prince, , .Chrilt was however, in in the Say, in, 
which i theſe 62. 2 weeks ended, and.to Set 
Gay "afterwards, only MeGGab.| cut 5 and, in, 
e grave, being x not then come 29, th 5.5 
+> the. kings of the earth from the dead, W 
in this ſtate of humiliation in the grave, be yas, 


therefore only, the. prince tha Fore in 3 
days. Atter. che. 3 days expired ed, then the Prince 


n 4%” 


Chriſt came from, t che dead, and bis people ahe, 


Ra BY N 4257 


Rqwans or the Gentiles, deſtroyed the.city and, 
| x; . The deſplations which, the Romans. 
produce J. Were howgver, i in no _reſpeR, mech 
of Ihe... weeks; the cutting off -MeMah wag 


6G „ „ 


their ſole ob obſed; 1 "the # accgunt of, the dclolations.. 


£4 5 anCGallh * <a 1. 


being W atracked, 10 the Furting pts the Mele. 


| 8 the "Jes 1 67 cut rofft the Meſſiah, , 

Two a cauſes aye equally contributed; to, ten- | 
er the explanation of the” 62 weeks in heir, 
ſecond: zpplicarion, Impragcable.. The ſuppoli-: 
tion that Chriſt was ; Erucified in. A. P. 33; or; 
3. = thac Ezra-was before Nehemiah, The 
belief 


(46 )) 
Belief of Chris having ſufferec in 24, operated 
Even, agaiift.Soatige? and his followers, who had 
Been by their dy potdeſis conſtrained to bring both 
Kire's eomiſſiob, and Nehemiali's into che reign 
of Attexertey Fl; bor as the erer of following 


commiſſion, has in general been the capſe, of 
ehynifatitg Boks to he vil of Artarer es I. which 
was $o years Before the truth, and in conles 
Wende of ill temoval of the detree from iti 
dur place, the 67 werks were deprived, of their 
dane it Bows, Thar this error concerning the 
chronology, of Biri's cotitniſſion;, has bern 
Framed with an intent to deprive the 62 weeks; of 
erir date. Aud ar it las all appeared. cher is a | 
gitar endetweur in the dert of Joſephus, 50 ſug 
geſt that Pontius Pilate was removed from the 
gpvertiritthr of Judea, before the laſt paſſover aft 
 TiberioPwicigh, which war phecifely 434 years 
after Fzra's contmilſivi, and yer it is ke 
thar Crit could not haves fuffered befobe that 
paſſover; nor after it: thence it is evident, that 
the Jews' ad obſeryed this edintidence betwghn 
mie dealt of Chiriſt and Brræ d chiHn, 
ketniak; to conceal the affinity which ſubſiſta 
N de © -P on, alſo 


— ac © 


80 177) 
ssetwoured it mould be belteved chat Pölltfd 
Pilure” went from Päleſtme khr "Fear" better 
erveifixion, in order that the KcfHiön i} mig 
de thought to have happenel bearer Lare Han 
444 years, "leſt If ever it were difcbb rec Th 
err had been fubſequent is) Rukia OH 
tu" year of Ezra's ebiltnittiolf held} Acer 
eajied, hit che crucifition” fügt elt hot e 
bell w and pretifcly 434 year frbffr t. "TREE 
Abus in the Jewiſh hiſtory, Which fruſtrate the 
erphadutibn of the 62 wedk?; ure therefore of 7 
Amik nature to thoſe which prevented the wa 
vity from being ſeen to lie dt the terchindtig#' ſon e 
Pwtkks form Cats decree; and che reſetb 
ic tertriiatidn of ho'froin'the PRE 0 
Jetviſtferi by Nehemiah, ©” WW 


2:3 mont bv 283 241. D 1872 112g 
26 1volsg Hut u: 2 hd © 20/1:5715408 
ned, EG NH ＋. 1.0 2 111. 


Tolipsm 2: * er das acikimhics 22 


eL, Ihn ILaal, or Tea. 
J hf a 41 99 72615 1 22506 60" (4G | 
. 
3 — in the ſame manner a 
ies autre. determined to produce various 
— ai pmark cotta 
.Concoagh>abe confirmation is the effect of the 

429 vVeek, 


( x98 ) 
deck ar of every-tranſattion done in the week. 
Hud this I ſay, the covenant that was confirmed 
efore of Gad in Chriſt, the law, which was 430 
years after, cannot diſannul, that it ſhould make the 

promiſe of none effect. Gal. iii. 19, And t0 Abra- - 
Ba ard bis ſeed were the promiſes made. He ſaith 
not und to ſeeds, as of many; but e 

70 vhy Feed; \which is Chriſt, ver. 16. By this 
paſſage, the confirmation of the covenant, ap- 
2 to be the promiſe which God made to 

Abraham, that in is ſeed Chriſt, all the fami- 
Jed df ane earth Would be bleſſed. Now. if the 
promiſe to Abraham, that Chrift ſhould come, 


py 


was termed the confirmation of the covenant, 


—ů—7—]2ĩ — 


becauſe ſpoken by an unchangeable God, as 
much as if Chriſt himſelf had actually come in 
the very day of Abraham, of conſequence, 
when Chriſt really came, this according to the 
incredulity of men, was a. confirmation even 
preferable to the promiſ CC. 
The petſonal appearance of Chyiſt; & # man 
deſcended from Abraham, being the: confiran- 
tion of the covenatit, and Chriſt having lived | 
.with':men about 30 years, it rhight thence be 
© inferred, that the covenant was; confirmed for 
30 years, and not merely for one week, or for 
8 van. 


"4 

» -rovertant 
0 * 

„ 


7 


1 
covenant is ſaid to be confirmed with mam or 
one week, and not merely with a few: perſons. 
Now Chriſt was not known to many for 30 
-years,- he appears only to have been known to 
his ſuppoſed father Joſeph, and his mother, 
and to a few other perſons but did not begin 
To be known to many, till the æra that John 
began to baptize. Now from this æta, to the 
year of the paſſion, was N 7 vcarz or 


one prophetic week. 14, e oi. 21859 

A. 0. J 15 Tiberies's xv begun in Auguſt, is 188 
— — 

a9 16... 7 Foretellathe 1 or confirma · 
D ; 6 tion n of John" $ — was il 

S115 2.008 IL $35488.* 7 S 1:34 02088 * nen 
2 1.19 . 4 G {260% watts cou 4 

244 $21.) 4G. ——.———— —— 

35 22 10 E 

361-7 IRS One Week canfirms the — many. 


The one week being joined by the word and, 
to the narration that follows the 2d 62 weeks,” is 
therefore to be computed backward from the 
Cutting off the Meſſiah to the xv of Tiberius, 
and not forward from the xv of that emperor. 
By this citrumſſance, dhe one week obtains for 
its date, that earthquake which happenecꝭ at the 
erucifixion, and the demolition of ;Jerufalem, 
whiehrthe earthqqualce is ſuppoſed to have pro- 
duced ; and by ending in tha xv of. Tiberius, 
ve e of: John's 


beptiön. 


. 
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Je mig = the Week, or 3 
Ati Sf: 


3 "Years and an half. . 


A WD in ite midi of tht wotlk be al = 
' the fac crifice and oblation to ceaſe, 


Hebrew word tranſtated | midſt, being * one 
that is repeatedly uſed in ſcripture to de- 
vote the Þalf tribe of Manaſſah and the half 
of thing being ſo very different from the 
midſt of it, we may thence infer, that the 
tranllation midſt, does not give the real ſenſe 
bk this Paſſage, but that the word had detter been 
tranflated half. And as in the original, it is the 
Ralf of the wet which cauſes the daffy facrifice 
to teaſe; as the one weck confirtned the covenant 
"with many; this not only implies, that every day 
of rhe half week, contributed ſomething toward 
the ceſſation of the facrifice, but that this Half 
was the half of that ces nene 
covenant. N 
© According to St. Paul, all e 
the Jewiſh chureh were aboliſhed by the death 
of Chriſt, and nailed to the croſs. If then all 
the Or ecternonics 1 fois to 
. be 


(- 1x. ) | 

be no longer legible afjer the death of Chriſty 
the ſacrifices and oblation were likewiſe blotted 
out, or then ceaſed, Now if the half week 
muſt have begun before the paſſion,” from its 
being the half of a week that lay before the paſ- 
fion, and have ended at the paſſion, becauſe - 
this event cauſed the oblation to ceaſe, of con- 
ſequence, it was the half next before the paſſion, 
and therefore was not only a ſhort Period 1 which 
foretold the effect of Chriſt's miniſtry and death, 
but a meaſure to the duration of his miniſtry, 
ſeeing. his miniſtry appears to have ended Pa 
the iv year after it began. po” 

„As the half werk is the meaſure to o Chril's. 
miniſtry, ſo. it may be obſerved, when Chriſt 
himſelf refers io the duration of his own miniſtry 
in the parable of the fig tree in the vineyard, 
which had produced no fruit for three years, 
and which was therefore to be cut down in the 
fourth, he had juſt before ſpoken of the fall of 
- the tower of Siloam, which may be inferred. by 
the bock of Nehemiah, to have been one of the 
towers in the wall of Jeruſalem, Neb.- iii. 18. 
Nau as this figure of the fig tree is connected 
with the fall of part of the wall of Jeruſalem, 
it is thence obvious, that the fall of the tower 
is bere giyen, as a date to the half week. L. xiii, 
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| fe. the over ſpreading of r be foal 
mas Aeſctat. In ſome parts of ſeriprure,” thi 
Hebrew i word without the particle here tranf- 
lated fer, f is ith, and the Hebrew word tranf. 
Rica ovetfpreadin, 8, Ignlßes a wing. Now, 
as the eaſtern Roman empire is Tepreſent- 
ed a one wing, and the weſtern as anbttter, 
and this di viſon of the Roman empire into 
hatfs was firſt made between Ahtony und 
| Octaviarius, and the Fews were difperſed by che 
treops ih the eaſtern wing of the empite, the 
defolations were therefore produced by one wing, 
and not with two, And as the words ball e 
deſelnte, may alſo be tratiflated' defolating; thence 
the paſſage is {ficiently' intelligible,” if thöüs 
rendered, "and ith a win g of abomination, or with 
the enſtern Een Kelle eben uni, Id con. 
ſimmation,” and ras deter. ed, hail 5e prurad 
gen the* 40 late, or till Paleſtine fuffers al all 
that is determined agaiaft it. en 4 hy: 
ir ey e Ark. wt ce deten W 
calamity which is attached to the half week, ap- 


pears 


6 183.) 
rears to be a tepetition of the deſcription. of the 
calamities that are attached to the ſccond 62 
weeks which foretell the cutting off the Mean. | 
Now the reaſon of this ſeeming repetitiong-ap- ___. 
pears to be this. The 62 weeks ended at the pal- 
ſign, of Chriſt, and foretold the event. The 
half weck ended in che ſame year, and foretoid 


che elfect of the event. The deſcription of ſimi. 
lar. calamities as were attached to che 62 weeks, 


is” therefore attached to the half week, to ſhow 
to, the reader their chronological aan. and of 
that they ended together. 


11 has deen uſual with many 5 ; 
apply the one weck: to the-war of J years, in 
which Jeruſalem was.. deſtroyed hy Titus Veſ+r 
paſhan, and to make the, deſtruction of the tem- 
le. which happened in the 4th year of the war, 
te be the ceſſation of he ſacrifice, cauſed by the 
half on, middle of the week. But it may be re- 
marked, that tho”. that War agreed..in dura - 
tion to the one week, it ws; deſſ itute of the 
eſſence, and... great. characteriſtic of the week, 
the perſonal, appearance. of Chriſt, as the con 
ou .of God 's. promiſe to Abraham; fo, that 
| the applicgrion of che week to that war, is only 
| giving: the week a collateral ſignificatjon: | On) | 
the her Rs as LACK Paul has he n/a 


6.x 4% _— 22 __ : bened. 
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| fetted,. that all the Jewiſh cefemonies were abo- 


© lified at the death of Chriſt, thence to ſuppoſe 
that the ceſſation of the ſacrifice and oblation, 
meant the literal ceffation which took place at 
the deſtruction of the temple, is the fame as 
ſuppoſing that the angel Gabriel revealed to Da- 
niel an event as about to happen at a time that 
the apoſtle Paul was afterwards to affirm it was 


do have no exiſtence. 


Here follows a table, which not wp exhi- 
bits the ad application of the 62 weeks, but 
their firſt application, togethet with the 3d appli- 
cation of the y weeks, The table alſo containg 
a delineation of the one week, and the half 
werk. The reader ſhould begin the table at 
the 7 werks, and read thus: Seven weeks from 
* the finiſhing of the temple to Chriſt's reſurrection, 
in the 3d day after his death, A. D. 36. 62 
weeks back from his reſurrection to the d day 
of Ezra's faſt, and Ca weeks forward from the 
firſt day of Ezra's faft, to A. D. 36, when Meſ. 
fiah was cut off; and one week backward from 
the earthquake and ſuppoſed demolition of Jeru- 
ſalem, in A. D. 36, to the xv of Tiberius; and 
half a week forward from the fall of the tower 
of Siloam, in the middle of the one week, to 
the ceſſation of the ſacrifice and oblarion, in A. 
D. 36, in conſequence of the death of Meſſiah. 
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350 19 Artazerxes 111. 49 " Weexstrom 386 And G2 Weeks 
120 Ochus. co Ezra, Mei- 485 da War! 
111 cr Hah is cut 3 from the 
112 52 oft. 383 Rejurreetin 
jug 53 382 to Ezra. 
| 14 3 54 381 As 
| 15 : $5 780 
—_ 56 37 3 
17 57 _ 
18 58 377 1 
10 59 37 
| 20 6o 37S 
21 61 374 
| 3 Arſes or Arogus, 62 373 
2 b3 1 
| 1 Darzus i], Cogomannus, 64 371 WN 
2 : 4 65 270 
3 66 369 
4 67 368 
| x Alexander the Great, 65 367 
__ 7 4. oh 2 6 
2 70 ä 1 
3 71 364 Gf 
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r 74 361 
nad 8 76 * 360 
II Philip Aridzus 76 359 1 
= 77 358 
3 28 457 _ 
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6 81 354 
ME: | 52 353 bs 
II Atexander gin, $3 352 
LE 84 251 - 
3 85 250 
—_— 86 349 
8 87 248 
1 P 247 OT 
E 1 246 
OE =" go 245 
19 91 wa 
Le 92 r 3 
141 oY "We 342 x07 
3 12 RKinos . &4 241 
1 1 Ptolemy Lagus. 95 "240 3 
* 95 22 * 
MEAT 7 eee. 97 335 5 
1 * 337 a6 


(-187 ) 


A.C, | Kiags of /Eeypt. 1 And after 62 Weeks | 
300 | 5 Ptolemy Lagus, 99 tom Cara, 136 Ando2Weeks 
2 | 100 Meffhanis 335 backward 
| 7 - 108 cut off. 334 from the re, 
'4-; 8 : 2 © Wn 333 ſu. rection tg 
7 1 220 Ha 
18 £- 104 331 4 
4 BE x P N 
R EE. 106 329 ”— 
13 . Boy 328 8 
R 108 327 „ 
109 109 326 
16 _ 325 3 
17 3 111 324 J . 
"ſte 112 222 31 
19 2 13 | 322 | 
| 20 114 321 wu 
T Ptolemy Philavelphus, 31 5 320 8 
1 n 319 
& 1 Slay 117  g1$ BD, 
5 94 7 V6. 118 317 Os 
Is N — 310 + 
| 6 E 120 315 PORE: 
& £5 5 As. « "may SE 
tt 96 e Se 313 
& 4s > P = _ 


0 


188) 


| And after 62 Weeks 


. 250 | 35 Ptolemy Philadelphur, 149 from Ezra, 286 And 62Wecks 
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— EW 152 283 ſurrection 
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1 | 154 281 
3 150 280 
— * 180 279 
| ls _ 278 . 
| 15 158 277, 
7 159 - <> 
EIS 160 275 3 
161 274 
2. 162 373 
11 163 272 
, | 12 164 271. 
13 165 270 
114 166 269. 
15 167 268 
— 168 267 
— 169 266 
18 170 265 = N 
: e 174 264 
20 ri 263 
21 173 262 1 
22 174 261 
23 175 260 
24 176 259 
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1 Ptolemy Phi opator, 178 207 
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And after 62 Weeks 
249 from Ezra. Meſ-186 And 62 W. 


2 


—— 


250 flah is cut off, 185 backwarg 


6 251 184 from the 
47 252 183 Kelurrec. 
* 8 253 182 tion to 
1 254 181 Ezra, 

| x Simon Ma. cabeus. 255 130 

"BE: 256 179 
BONE © $4 ; 257 178 
_— 258 177 8 

E 259 176 - 
_——_ 269 175 1 
a - 261 174 
Wor # wn 262 173 
3 | 263 172 
II John Hyrcanus. 264 171 

1 265 170 4 

& | 206 109 

2 267 _— 
1 268 167 

Wu. 4 269 166 

* 270 165 = 
grow * 271 164 

8 272 163 

110 2-3 162 

III. 274 161 

12 tf, 275 JE 

| 13. : 276 159 - 

| 14. .- Wyy 158 my 

* 278 1 

116 3 156 

L. 280 155. 

L 281 54 
— £220 232 153 

} 20, — 152, 

121 284 151 
2. 285 7 od IG 
123 1 149 
2 — — 5 148 

125 WS r 

1.29, 6 I69 1 
"I — 145 

| 28 Kit of de Fewws, 291 144 
II Armtoburus, FREE: . a bv" ee 
I. Alexander. 2 142 

| | 2 Javnzus, —_—. 141 
12. PG. + . 
I PRA. .. ELD... 
EM 297 13S _ 
1 — 1 


( 


A.C. | Kings of the Jews, 
a= 


191 ) 


I And ENG | 
209 trom Ezra, Meſ-136 Ani 62 We. 


100 | 7 Jannzrs, 
8 300 fiah is cu: off. 135 backward 
3 301 a8 124 trom the 
10 302 : 133 KelurreQtion 
rr 303 132 to Ezra. 
12 204 „ 
| 13 305 2 130 
a 300 1 . 
2 307 rat © 
2 308 127 2 
. | 17 209 Fr 126 
| 18 310 i 
19 311 
20 312 
1217 313 
een 05 314 i 
r a 315 8; 
24 = 
Ha 5. 317 
=... 318 
— ae 
| x Hyrcanus 1 (Queen 320 + p 
IJ2 HighPrieft, 2 Alex-q21 
F 3 3 anara,322 i 
bs 4 253 TP 
| 5 5 224 
n +. E 325 ae 
7 7 326 
a e ae 227 5 
eee eee WG HS 
10 Hyrcanus King, 329 
| 17 f 120 N 
12 : | 221 i} 
1 Ariſtobuſur. 222 4 
D 333 EE] 
13 5 334 
rn _ 
| x Hyrcanus II. retiored, 476 . BE F, 
r LF 397 2 | 
— 230 
DEA AO. ... e 
. 340 . 
* 241 
im i — 
„ A SS 
_ 7 , 344 wo 
1 345 
WAs EEE IS. + 08 a 
n 247 
— — 


R CC; 02, } 
A.C.1 | | And after 62 Weeks 
* — — —— 
50 0 3409 from Ezra, Meſ-86 And 62 Weeksback- 
1 „ — is cur off, 85 ard from the Reſur- 
3 —— 84 rechonto Ezra, _ 
: r Er nes, of © 2 8 
. 82 K 4 
E | mr 3 
gn TREE 79 — 
8 - an ST. | * 2 
Eee E 
| 359 ; 76_ R 
3 | — 2 TY. 
_ 7 Seu = 74 CIs 7 
E e 73 - f — 
2 363 72 go 
| 364 5 71 * 
5 . * 365 4 70 — ' 
is 366 n © 
: — 367 _b$ 2 
7 * 368 f 67 _ 
—"T x Auguſtus. 369 66 _ 
| a * — | 55 — 
2 "277 — L 
—T* 372 — — 
— — 2 —— 
| 1 374 * „ ; 
| " _— — — 
7 276 a0. — 
r 377 Ihr: : Tp | 
2 378 I 57 2 | 
—"7 os 379 8 — — 5. 
Trz 280 SETS may „eee ; 
Pres 13 381 54 1 
5 12 8 an. row E 
T 333 8 wv; 3 
+" "= 234 1 3 
Wa in 285 — 7 Weeks 3 
— i — 229 — MSG 3 
WS: 43 3__Reſur- 


IT 


= | 

4] 35 Augotins, 399 fromEzrs36 And 6a 15 bey 
211188889 — Weeks. 16 Weeks 
3, | - 

4 

1E | = 

— — — born. 404 — ES ) 1 reſurrec. 20 oe 
E1 a ASIP A WA: enn "IT 2 =0 
8 1 My" —_— 

9 


. 8 3 2 
I nl 407 


Id 4; 0 T3? HI _—_— 
lt is recorded by St Luke, ©: xxiv. wk hae 
Chriſt after his reſurrection, appeared to tuo of 
his diſciples, and beginning at Moſes and all the 
Irophets, be expounded unto them in all the ſerip- 
- _ mures, 
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( 198 ) 

tives, -1he" things: C cancerning hingelf.”""" St; Paul 
all at ris Feaſbhed from the ſeriptutes, 

+ and- alledging that Chriſt muſt needs have 
fred and riſen agai Tiſen again fram_the_dead, and that © 
li Jeſis ubon BEET unto you, is Cm. 

Ack. Ni i When Paul arrived-at Rome, 
ind l def vas red upon by his counrry- 
men, to hear His account of the ſect of "the © 
chriſlians, be expounded. and teftfied-the kingdem : 
| of God; perfuading them concerning "Jeſu, both out | 
| of The Wit of Mofes and the proj Tepbele, Few WE | 


mightily' convinced the Jews, and" Hhet public, 
Herding by the feriptures, that Jeſus was Chriſt. Acts 
xvnis 28. From theſe paffages it it muſt be inferr · 
| ed, that Chriſt not only expounded the-prophecy 
of the 70 weeks to his diſciples, but that Paul and 
Apollos expounded it to the Jews, and therefote 
admitting the Jews · had not of thetnſelves-diſco- 
vered- the expoſitian; yet they muſt he allow · 
ed to have been taught it by theſe tuo chriſtians. 
It. is however obviaus:from all che. .abuſes chat 
now exiſt in their hiſtory, operating to con- 
ceal the . e 1 under- 
ſtood it. Ane 0. chitin h nN 
bas 1 Na t ARERTS 3 Adi age 
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As the prieſts; according to Joſephus, C. Ap-: 
pion, I. i, recorded the pedigrees and other tranſ- 
actions of the year, they wete moſt probably the 
beſt hiſtorjans amongſt the- Jeus, and the firſt 
that would be likely to enquire into the truth a 
the-report, that amongſt othet arguments, Dani: 
e seeks were alſo brought by the Chriſtiaris, to 
prove that Chriſt was the Meſſiah, It may there. 
fore. be ſuppoſed,” as ſoon as they diſcovered by 
lwoking back upon their rolls of pedigrees and 
other kiſtorical papers, that the report was true, 
and that Chrift's birth really ſtood” 7 weeks after 
Julius. Cæſar's decree, and the crucifixion, 62 
after Ezra's appointment to che government of 
Judea, that they reſolved to take off the argu - 
ment; for to men who had reſiſled the power of | 
Chriſt's miracles, and perhaps had given'th&s* 
voice for putting him to death, this auxiliary 
evidence in ſupport of his being the Meſſiah, | 
derived from. DaniePs weeks, would naturally be 
looked upon 4 as'a chance coincidence, However, | 
chat the accident inight not have more hlacnek 
upon the minds of theit poſterity, chan it had on | 
their on; or r chat their. polterity might Hot: be 
troubled with it, or perhaps out of hatred at 
ſeeing ſuch a reſerblante” between Chriſt and 
the Meſfiah, they undertook to coriceat this re- 
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ſemblance, and their en A" 
ſeecefeful; >: SELLS 
Ar — har: (Jef, cin could not. 
de ſhown to have been — Wy: um 
hiftorea] events, "by which his i with, the. 
weeks could be ſhewn, had happened, and were 
recorded, *Thberg was therefore no other 
wer left ef concealing the affinity, and at 
the Haine kim "of preſerving their on annals, 
than either by eraſing io ſuppreſs the events 
eniitely,/or to move them out of the true yearg 
in which they ſtood, and fer them in other Nah 
Phis was turning a true hiſtory, after it u 
written, into a.falſe one: accordingly the man- 
ber” in which alt the errors in Joſephus exiſt, 
proves, that they were framed after hi hiſtory, or or 
rather perhaps, where ey From wAEY he 
copied had been truly - written. 
Jr was however very difficult to PO MD or 
tranſpoſe every event, fo neatly as that 'no-araces 
ſhould remain and diſcover the  xanſpolitions, 
The, difficulty was encreaſed by the diſtance in 
which the ſeyeral eyems lay ſcatieret om © oned- 
nother in their annals nd from th i 
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this complication. het eee way col 
"Se 


c 2 


——_—  - 

tha reaſog.why-they overlooked thoſe.. few..cu» 
cutnſtances which now remain, refuting the 
ſeveral alterations chat have been made con- 
cerning Herod Agrippa, Hetod the Great, Ju- 
das the Galilzan,._ and Pontius Pilate, Nhe, 
after it was aſſerted that the fart and ſecond; pto- 
curator had left Judea, and the 3d arrived there 
d be vili of Claudius, that the dates. of Claw 
firſt procurator is (till ſhewn to have been. in his 
government of Judea, in the x of that emperor. 
Myby after it was repeatedly affirmed that Herod 
the great died in the xxxvii year from his being 
made king that a few words paſſed nobſerved 
in a diſtant part of their hiſtory, . which demon- 


ſtrated that his Herod muſt have lived tothe . 


| 48 year from his being made kinga When.the 


revolt of Judas the Galilæan -was placed ate 


before the Cenſus, that. it was not perceived 
twice recorded in ſubſequent. paria of their , hif- 
tory, —_ happened. during the Cenſus. Nor 
why, after a long ſtory was brought and inſerted 
between Pilate c depotition, and Tiberius? death, 
d produce an opinion of. Pilates depoſition hay- 

+ Ing, taken plagt before the laſt paſſoyer in Tibe- | 
rus! reign that yet, a ſingle word was left un- 
altered, Which rebdeted this aſſertion utterly 
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I Kings; vi. 1. Here it is expreſsly afficmed, 
that the foundation of Solotnon's temple was laid 
in the 480th year after the departure of the Iſra- 
elices from Egypt; and yet, when the ſeveral 
parcels. of years, which are ſucceſſively mne 

oned between the iv of Solomon, and che de- 
poarture, are collected and added together, aa is 
done in the preceding table, they produce 2 
fum, that eonſiderably exceeds. 480, even when 
no allowance is made either for the interval be⸗ 
tween Moſes and the firſt ſervitude; or for the 
reign of Saul. This exceſs has ſtirred up many 
chronologers to reduce it, 'Archbiſhop'Uſher 
excluded all the Servitudes out of the teckonißg. 
and only reckoned the Judges; ſo that inſtead of 
ſuppoſing the land had reſt 40 years after Orh+ 
viel, he imagined that the 1and-had-reſt by Orh- 
niel's victory, in the xl year after the reſt of Jo- 
ſhua, and that Ehud inſtead of being ſucceeded 
by a reſt of go years, produced a teſt in the xx 
year from Othniel's victory, &c. - Qthers have ſer 
all thereſts andſervitydes ſubſequent toeach other, 
and thus diſregarded ſcripture. A gd elaſs of 
chronologers have propoſed to ſolve the problem, 
by placing ſome of the ſervitudes and reſts* con- 
temporary with each other; but they v ho adap 
. ted this idea, and which will at laſt appear the 
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true 


(ee 
before-the death of Gideon contemporary wich 
each other whereas no ſufficient reaſon appeats 
in the text, for placing theſe ſervitudes and reſts 
in any ocher order than that in which they ſtand 
ferotded:* 2 | 
„ Wben Dthnict the firſt Judge was ' raiſed 
op to deliver the-Hfractices from the firſt "ſer: 
vitode/ it is bot ſuid that after the fel vrüde 
wit 'fertibyed;  Orfiviet judged Ifraer 40 "years, 
but thut we land had reſt 40 years. And the 
like is ſaid of Ehod who delivered Hraet from che 
200 fervlrcde gef Deborah and Bardk, who dellvert 
ed from the 3d; and of Gideon who removed the 
4th," Sveing therefore the period under theſe 
firlt- 4 Judges, is divided into ſervitudes and 
reſts; and not into fervitudes and jodgings, and 
thar the reſt the judge produced. is reckoned, but 
his jullgidg never thence, u all thoſe judges 
who fuccteded Gideon produced no reſt, they 
of conſequence / were deſtitote of that quality 
which introduced the firſt'4 judges in the table 
of addition, and + therefore,” they obgHt not to 
and in the table, dur mould be eitluded from 
i and 9 — mann in the followi 


r 8 8 
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As the period under the 4 great judges that 
produced reſt, is divided into ſervitudes and 
teſts, and not into ſervitudes and judgings 5 
chen in order to adhere to this rule, every iuter- 
val which is not declared to be a flate of - reſt; 
muſt be concluded to be its contrary, or à ſtate 
ef ſervitude. When therefore we obſetvr Gi. 
deon's reſt to be limited to 40 years; and yet 
no ſervitude to follow it in the text, as immedi- 
ately followed every reſt before it, we ate to in / 
fer, that the ſervitude has been ſeparated from 
it, in conſequence of Abimelech Having alſo 
fucceeded the reſt,” and of the ſacred: hiſto- 
tian having preferred giving the hiſtory of Abi» 
melech,.and the line of ſucceſſion aftet him, 
before he gave the hiſtory of the ſervitude, 
which of neceſſity thre the ſervitude behind 
Jair's death, or 48 years out of its place, pro- 
ducing the appearance in the text of Gide- 
on's , reſt having. not been followed by a ſer- 


Vvitude, and of the Iſraclites having eſcaped a ſer- 


riate, this obection therefore, as well as coutform 
to the rule af reſt andi ſervitude : tit ſerv uus 
of 18 erg, which now. ſtands in the text ar 
Jairs death, muſt be carried forward, and-jaiy. 
ed to Gideon's reſt, as the table owa. 191 
Ds: As 


, 
bu 
: 


( 7 2085); | 
A Gideon's-xeſt- of 40 years, wanted a fer- 
mude, and therefore Had theĩ ſexvitude of 18 
years brought to it, ſo this very ſervitude of 
18. Fears kſelf wants a reſt, becauſe Jepthah, the 


judge who delivered from it, prodnced no reſt. 


The ſame analogy therefore, which directed this 
ſervitude to be carried to Gideon's reſt, would 
Have directed the firſt reſt upon record, after 
Jepthah, if there kad been any, to have been 
earried-and joined to Jepthah's victory, or which 
3s thi fame, to the year in which the 18 years 
fervitude.ended ; but there being no reſt -aftey 
Jepthah's- victory, and every interval not de- 
clared to be reſt, being its contrary, hence the 


interval after Jepthah © was a a ſtate of :ferviude. 


This therefore directs che ſervitude. oh 40 years 
under the Philiſtines; the only remaiping ſervi- 


tude, and which now ſtands; in the text 31 


yrurꝭ aſter the ſervitude of 18, to be folded back, 
and made to begin in the ſame year. the 18 
ended. and then; hy this junction with the 18, 
one dong line of 18 and. 40 years ſervitude fol- 
lows: Gideon's:reſt;z which twofold ſeryitude, was 
the ſame, as one f g years, with reſpect to 
that reſt. It may accordingly be obſerved, that 
the. compound nature of the 18 years ſervi- 

tude, is expreſaly mentioned in the text, ſee- 
1 * ing 


— 
LED 


ing it is particularly ſaid, that the-Ifraclites; were 
delivered into the hands of the Philiſtinet and 
Ammonites. + A reaſon. may be now given, for 


ie following ſingular. pbraſe-io abe tert, which 

marks one of che 18 years 3s more ſevere han 
all the others, and that. year, they verad ae 
oppreſſed the cbildren of Iſrael 18. years, & c, Here 
one ot n KF is in marked . the maſt 


rule jo We and. reſt, gives 2 
it; for the rule ſhows that the laſt year of the x8 
years ſervitude, was the firſt of the 40, and of 
oonſequence, that in the year in yhich the 4wo 
ſetvitudes met, might be a double ſervitude far 
ſome months, vhich would neceſſarily male that 
year the moſt. ſevere. of all the 18. 1913» K- 
As Samſon's birth ſeems to be ſet after 
the 40 years Philiſtine's: ſervitude began, 
which naturally places his 20 years judging, 
toward the laſt 20 of the 40% and his death 
at the end of the 403 hence the account of 
the taking the ark, which is the firſt military 
tranſaction with the Philiſtines that is . 
corded after the account of- Samſon's death, 
| Has produced an opinion chat the ark was taken 
zee e A the — 


* 1 1 1 147 15% — 23 * 15 35 
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i be pligue of the W Wee 
HE ble. * 
xe! is“ however, not the leaſt Milet 
"What dhe plagne delivered' from the ſervitude. 
TE fervirude accordingly ' 1s ſhewn to have 
Milteck 20 years after the return of the ark, 
From the ſupplicatioh of the Traetites, at Miz- 
Nu, order tb be defivered. 1 & vii. 3 Samuebs 
Vietörp indeed at Rift fight, "ſeems" 15 have de- 
Hvertd from it, becauſe the Philiſtines upon 
dheir defeat, reſtbred the cities from Ekron to 
| Gal, and came” no more into the coaſts of 
Iſrael, in the days of Samuel; but then this 
Phraſe appears by the ſubſequent hiſtory of the 
Hraehtes, only to mean, that the Philiſtines 
came no more into the particular diſtrict Sa · 
Hud protected: beeauſe at Saul's acceſpon, 
which was ſhorty after Samuel's victory, the ex- 
iſtence of a ſervitude is demonſtrated. by the 
- words of. the Lord himſelf, when be | ſent Sa- 
nuts anciot Saad king. Te ee 
— — 
p . 6. ix. 16. be exifience of a fer- 
vitude-ar Saul's acceſſion, is alſo neun by the x 
mention that is made of the garriſon of the hi - 
liſtines, on the hill of God, when Samuel and 
Saul 


* 


Saul. Erſt parted, as this gatriſon. proyes that 
the Philiſtines were in poſſeſſion of the forts gf 
the country. If you therefore ſuppoſe that Sa- 


muel's victory delivered all Iſrael from a feryi- 


iude, you muſt alſo ſpppoſe, that during his 
adminiſttation, another ſervitude commenced, 
and of conſequence, that the Philiſtines did 
come into the coaſts of Iſrael during Samuel's 
government, and thus reduce ſcripture to contrg- 
dict irſelf. Ix is therefore abſolutely neceſſary, to 
conclude, that Samuel's victory only remaved 
the. ſeryitude from part of Iſrael; and that the 
reſticorion. af citjes was to this part only ; that it 
was in this diſtrict the Iſraelites dwelt ſafely, 
the hand of the Lord being with Samuel againſt | 
the Philiſtines, whenever they croſſed the bor - 
ders of the diſtrict; but that in another quarter 
of n 3 remained n $ 2. 
on. 

The Philiſtne ere can be. 3 to 
— even to the 2d of his reign, 
but it cannot be traced farther ; for in that year 

Jonathan ſmote the garriſon of the Philiſtines on 
the hill, which brought on à battle, accompa· 
nied with an earthquake, in which the. Phili- 
ſtihes were totally defeated and driven to their 
Place, ar to their pn county, upon whieh it 
8 | 15 


„„ - # aw | 

is Added, that Saul boole the kingdom, meaning 
out of the hands of the Pliliſtines. The condi- 
tion of Aral after that battle, is then clearly 
diſtinguiſed from the condition before* it; 
for wherezs before it, there was neither (word 
nor ſpcar in Iſrael, excepting. wich Saul and Jo- 
nathary: de Phlliſtines during the long ſervi- 
_ having ſtriped the ' country ef all its 
ths," yet the time after che battle was enly 
— — during alt 
che dywof Sault who was then not only a matt 
for the Philiſt ines, but for all his eneties round 
about, ſeeing ee mmm 
fuld he ved thbemnmn 2D 1997 

The ark was er Ai Ge e- 
chaffon of the 40 years ſervitude, but 22 years 
at feaſt. Before the ſervitude ended; for tſie ſer- 
vitude reached to the 2d of Saul, Wick Was 
two years after SamuePs victory, and Samuel's 
victory was 20 after the return of the ark. The 
battles which were the loſs of the ark, were there · 
fore attempts to ſhake off the 40 years ſervitude 
about che th year at moſt after it began; which 
the year ot luis acceſſio iii 5% 
As Samſon's- 20 years appear to have fallen 
in u of the Philiſtine ſervitude which 

ended 


| (2697 ) 
ended. in the ad of Saul, this places Samiag's-: 
death in the ii of Saul, and of -conſtquenice in 
the ſame year with an earthquake; ſo that Sam- 
fon may have been aſſiſted in pulling domm the 
houſe upon himſelf and the Philiſtines by the 
carthquake which contributed with Jonathan, to 
diſmay the army of the Philiſtines 3 
and to deliver from the ſervitude. 
Hence then it will appear, 4 a adhe- 
ring to the firſt: rule ſcripture- Jays dowh, of 
dividing the period under the judges, into reſta 
and ſervitudes, and not into reſts and judgings, 
excludes all the judges after Gideon out of the 

reckoning, becauſe not one of theſe judges pro-ꝛ 
duced. any reſt; for the line of 18 years fervi- 
tude, and 40 years ſervitude, making 58 from 
Gideon: reſt, run beyond all theſe judges, and 
throws them into collateral lines, and in this 
manner, excludes them as the table ſhow] - 
The number of years . between Joſhua's reſt 
_ and; the firſt ſervitude, are not mentioned in 
ſeriptute, and this omiſſion, ſeems: not only to 
render the particular. year in which the firſt ſer- 

vitude began uncertain; bud to propagate the 
like uncertainty amongſt all the other ſervitudes 
and xeſta: Decauſe they are all computed irom 
| thai haſte 1A the arrangement of the [judges 


after 


* * q 
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| | 3 
if Gid EW" ] 1 one of the cauſes of M6 
apparent — ta concerning the year of the 
farſt-@witude, has been TSS: be 
another cauſe of obſcurity, Ty b 
At will however be manifeſt, cr al fn: 
vitodes and reſts are joined to each _ 
the order in which they happened, that ie 
form; one great ſcale, \exccading from. che 
— trng ter 
n k fervitudes and judges eilen 
By the ſcale, "which renders it impoſſible to 
— of the diviſions in its rags 
without at the ſame time ſetting in its 
place the whole ſcale. Tho? — 
3 — 
tween Moſes and the ficſt ſervitude y yet „ 
particular diſtance between Moſes and any of 
placing this ſervitude at the distant preſcri | 
uſt move the whole ſcale into ks ſituation at 
_ and not only give tho year of the 3 | 
vitade, but the year of all: che ſarejoudes--r 
ticularly aſcertained the number of years that 
r — 
in 24 eiae fifth 


(- 209 ). 


ff ch ſervitude z for in Jepthah's meſſage-when:.*- 
going to defeat the Ammonites, and remove the- 
fifth ſervitude, are the following words: while | - 


| Iſrael dwelt in He/hbon and ber towns, and in Aroer 
and her tans, and in all the cities #hat-be- alumg 
by the'caufts of Arnon, three hundred years, why. 


therefore did you not recover them within that time? 


Judg: xi. 26. Some Chronologers have paid no 


regard to the above portion of ſacred writ, the 


ſchemes of arranging the judges that they had 


adopted, not admitting Jepthah to ſtand ſo far 


as 300 years from the laſt year of Moſes, when 


the Iſraelites began firſt to dwell in the cities to 
the eaſt of Jordan; Others willing not to ĩma- 


gine chat ferĩpture was ertoneous, and that Jep- 
chan could poſſibly ſtand nearer Moſes than 300 
years, have therefore in their ſchemes, ſer him 
at this diſtante. It however is to be remarked, 


chat Jepthah does not ſpeak of himſelf as be- 
ing 300 years from Moſes, nor of the Traelites, 


— 


as having dwelt in all theſe ' cities merely 300 


years, at the time he ſent this meſſage to the 
King of Ammon. He particularly diſtinguiſhes, 


the 300 years, as a period within Which time 
the Ammonites had not recovered the lands, 
thereby ſnowing that the Ammonites had ſuffer- 


edithe Iſraelites to hold poſſeſſion 300 compfeat 
1 E e | years 


(-2-): 
years before they gave the Iſraelites any moleſ- 
tation. Now the Ammonites had not only 
been vexing the Iſraelites, but had held them in 
ſervitude, and from this circumſtance, had in ef- 
fect recovered the lands 18 years before Jepthah; 
if therefore his 300 years were to end at himſelf, 
they muſt Hkewiſe end at the laſt year of theſe 
18 years ſervitude, which would approximate 
the firſt year of that ſervitude; within 282 years 
of Moſes,” and leave no more than 282 years for 
quiet poſſeſſion; inſtead of 3oo, the number 
that Jepthab has aſſigned. From this circum- 
Nance it will be manifeſt, that Jepthah's 300 
years ought not te end at Jepthah, or at the 
laſt year of the 18 years ſervitude, but at the 
firſt year of that ſervituds, which of conſe- 
quence removes the laſt year of the ſervitude, 
together with Jepthah, 318 years from Moſes, 
This interpretation of Jepthalys-:300- years, 
is the rule by which the chronolegy of the 
judges in the table is regulated. The firſt 
year of the ſervitude does not however ſtand 
in the table, p. 143, merely in the zooth year, but 
in the zorſt year from the death of . Moſes, 

that the ſervitude may not be ſuppoſed to have 
begun till after 300 compleat years of poſſeſſion, 
as Jepthab's words imply, And as the 30 1ſt 
1 SE | | from 


(As | 
from the death of Moſes, was the 341 from the 
departure of the Iſraelites from Ægypt, ſa the 
friſt year of the ſervitude ſtands alſo in the 
table, in the 34 f ſt year of the departure; and 
the giving the fifth ſervitude this ſtation, ſets all 
the other ſervitudes and reſts in the ſtations in 
which they appear in the table. Ser p. 137 to 
145. 2815 
It has been obſerved, that the Jewiſh theo- 
cracy, at Gideon's death, went into two ſucceſ- 
ſions, and that the hiſtory of Abimelech, Tola 

and Jair, which made one. of the two, was re- 
corded the firſt, by which circumſtance, the 
ſervitude of 18 years was thrown 48 years out 
of its true place. Now the following table may 
perhaps explain the reaſon why the ſacred hiſ- 
torian recorded the line that begay with Abime- 
lech, before the line that began with the ſervi- 
tude, and occaſioned, by this preference, much 
of the obſcurity in the chronology of the judges, 


j; 7 


1 Servitude” 8 
* Othniel' 4b 
2 Servitude 18 
— : 
3 Servitude 20 
Deborah 40 
4 Servitude - 
Gideon 40 
253 Abimelech 3 
| Tola | 23 
Jair 22 
48 


£ 5 Servitude ' 18 
Here it is obvious, if the fifth ſervitude had 
been recorded in the text immediately after 
Gideon's reſt, the ſum of 252 years only would 
have ſtood before it; as the ſervitude is however 
not recorded till after Jair's death, 48 years 
more than 253, or 301 years, are by this cir- 
cumſtance, inſerted before the ſervitude, The 
facred hiſtorian may therefore be allowed to have 
recorded the line that began with Abimelech, 
before the line that began with the ſervitude, in 
order to throw in before the beginning of the 
ſervitude the number 391; to intimate to the 

| reader, 


( 283 1). 
reader, that Jepthah's 300 years, which were at- 
tached to the end of the ſervitude, were to be 
thrown in before the beginning of it, or thar 
the firſt and not the laſt year of the ſervitude was 
to be ſet in the 3orſt year from Moſes, to leave 
a full interval of 300 compleat years, between 
Moſes and the ſervitude, 

Having ſhown that the arrangement of & 
Judges in the table, is according to the rule of 
reſt and ſervitude, which is never departed from 
in the text, till more judges than one began to 
judge at the ſame time, and that the chronology 
of the judges thus arranged, ſingly depends 
upon making Jepthah's 300 years end at the firſt 
and not at the laſt year of the ſervitude which 
he removed, I ſhall now prove by the following. 
fact, that both this arrangement, and the chrono- 
logy of it, is true. 

It may be obſerved, that how is a chan of 
38 years in the table, between. the end of the 
Philiſtine ſervitude and the acceſſion of David ; 
which demonſtrates that Saul only reigned 38 
years after the ſervitude ended. It however 
clearly appears from the book of Samuel, that 
Jonathan ſmote the garriſon of the Philiſtines, 
and renounced that ſervitude, when his father 
had reigned no more than two years. Adding 

therefore 
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| therefore theſe two years that Saul reigned 
before: the ſervitude ended, with the chaſm of 
38 after it ended, we have 40 for the number 
of years that Saul reigned, which is the preciſe 
number allotted. to his reign by the apoſtle Paul, 
Now if the arrangement of the judges” in the 
table according to the rule of ſervitude and reſt, 
together with making Jepthah's 300 years end 
18 years before Jepthah, give a rule for diſcover- 
ing the numbers of years that Saul reigned, a fact 
that has never been ſuppoſed to exiſt in the Old 
Teftament, and alſo leaves a chaſm of 41 years 
between the reſt of Joſhua and the firſt ſervitude, 
an allowance ſufficiently probable for the lives 
of Joſhua and the old generation, it follows, 
that the arrangement of the judges, is 'a true 
arrangement, and the interpretation of Jepthaſ's 
200 years, a true interpretation. 


A Rev 
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4 Reſevince to the ee Shs in the 
Book, 2 


JHASUE RUS, Queen Efther's huſband. An inquiry 
who he was, p. 20 to 25. The ſame, the Greeks 
and Perſians, called Artaxerxes Ochus, 


Ceſar, Julius. His decree, the date to the 7 weeks, p. 92. 


Chriſt's Birth, p. 62 to 89. The antient and modern opini- 
ons concerning the year in which the nativity hap- - 
pened- The hiſtorical points that were neceſſary 
to conduct to the year miſrepreſented in Joſephus. 
The effect of theſe miſrepreſentations the cauſe of 
a miſtake of 10 years concerinng the year, This 
proved from Tacitus, Dion Caſſius, and Plivy the 
younger compared with Joſephus himſelf. | 

, Baptiſm, p- 101 to 111, A. miſtaken interpreta- 
tion of the 30 years in the third chapter of Luke, 
the cauſe of an error of 7 years, concerning Chriſt's 
age at his baptiſm. Theſe 30 years proved 
to be Chriſt's age at his paſſion, and not at his 
baptiſm ; and that Chriſt was only in his 23d year 
in the xv of Tiberius, 

Paſſion, p. 111 to 125. The ſeveral years in which 

the paſſion has been ſet. A miſtake of® 3 years 
. concernivg the true year. Not in A. D. 33 or 34, 
but in A. D. 36. 


*. 


| Ezra, p. vt. to 20. Proved by various cireumſtances, not 
to have been governor before, but after Nehemiah. 
| The 


( 216 ) 
The ſuppoſition of his being before Nehemiah, the 
| principle cauſe of rendering the 62 weeks inexpli- 
cable, p- 177. 


Jewiſh Fadges, The rules for abertalaing their dlroks: 
logy. To exelude judgings, and only to reckon 
* + reſts and ſervitudes, and then to ſet Jepthah 518 
| years from the death of Moſes, p. 198 to 214. 
Iſaiah. The 65 years ſpoken of by him, p. 32. 
Nehemiah, governor in the reign of Artaxerxes I. p. 11. 


Rejechin of the Fews. The hiſtorical facts neceſſary to 
diſcover the year in which the rejection happened, 
erroneouſly ſtated in Joſephus. This the cauſe of 
the rejection being placed about 5 years too ſoon, 


P-. 34 to 43+ 


Saul King. A rule in the Old Teſtament for finding the 
number of years that he reigned. 


. eeks, the 70, p- 29 to 60. Theſeveral explanations tha thave 
| been given them, erroneous. Their real explanation 
twofold. Firſt, they run from Nehemiah's reparation 
of the walls, and foretel the rejection. And next 
they run from the decree of Aan, and foretel 
the final diſperſion. 3 E 
75. Wan p. 61 to 129. Could never be made to fore · 
tel any event. The cauſe of this. Their explanation 
threefold : from Cæſar s decree, they foretel Chriſt's 
birth, p. 93 · from Herod's s command to reſtore 
the 2 they run to the xv of Tiberius, p. 109. 
und from finiſhing the temple, they: feretel Clvift's 
— refurredion,p. 16. 


The 
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Ne 62 Weeks, p. 129 to 177. Twice appliad in the 
prophecy, firſt to foretel reparations, and next 
the cutting off Meſſiah. Their firſt application- 
proved, not only to foretel reparations of Jeruſa- 
lem, but to do this, computed from demolitions 
of that city, Five examples delineated, p. ty7 to 
167. The 2d application of the 62 weeks begiu 
at Ezra, in the vi of Artaxerxes Mnemon, aud 
run to Chriſt's paſſion, p. 171 to 177. 
Week, the One; a meaſure to the interval between 
the xv of Tiberius, and the crucifixion, p. 77 to 
180. 


* The Half, a meifure to Chriſ $ miniy, p · 180 to 
_ 


The ſeveral T, ables in the Book. The Poges in 
whith - they are delineated; the Extent of each 
Table, and the Utility of each. 


| The Table, In p. 5 to 10, extends - 364. years, to prove 
that the temple was fiviſhed in the reign of Darius 
Hyſtaſpis, and that Nedemiah was appointed go- 
vernor by Artaxerxes I. and Ezra by Artaxerxes II. 


12 p. 44 to 55, extends 579 years, to give the 1 | 


exhibition of the 70 weeks · 


T4 


In p. 65, extends 33 years, to fhow the atitient way 

| of finding the year of Chriſt's birth, 
I p. 68 and 69, extends 53 years, to exkibit the ef- 
ſeect of the errors in Joſephus, concerning Rerog's 
Ff 


reign, 


- pw •m?ö ] ———— ——— —¼ 


— — 18 oa es 


( #48 ) 
ee aud to ſhow the fereral years in * 
2 - nativity has been ſet. | 
The Table, In g. 72 and 73, extends 56 years, and diſplays 
the two different ways of computing Herod's years 
.. "Js þ. 77 and 78, extends 55 years, and ſhows that 
e traten of Judea under Cyreniug, bappened 
two years before Herod's death, by ong account, 
and ie years after it by another. 

Ip. gz and 94, extends 52 years, and hat Julius 
Czlax's deeree with the 7 weeks running from it, 
"46 Chriſt's birth. 

In þ. 99 and 100, extends 4.4 years, gud rognifeſts the 
effect tliat the falſe ſtatement of Herod's reign hay 
in fruſtrating the explanation of the 7 weeks ta 

er 5 a 

In p. 102, extends 33 years, and ſhows that Chril 
could not have been ſo old ag 30, in the xv of Ti- 
berius. . 

Jn p. 116 and 111, extends 68 years, and contains the 
the xv of Tiberius. | 

| Jn p. 123 and 124, extends 76 years, and ſhows 
that the firlt year of Chyiſt's miniſtry, was 46 years 
from the year that the temple was built. 

Ip. 127 to lag, extends 8 years, and contains the 
threefold application of the 7 weeks, 

In p. 137 to 167, extends 148g years, and illuſtrates 
the five exhibitions of the firlt 62 weeks, and the 
chronology of the Jewiſh Judges. 


The 


* 


( 219 ) 
The Table, In p. 185 to 193, extends 434 years, to illuſ- 
trate the 3d application of the 7 weeks, the firſt 
and ſecond application of the 62 weeks, together 
with. the oe week, and the half weeks + 


wilo[ he D. M R hoon t 


Page 30 for ind in order, read, in order. 


— 43 — aſter the month, — after bs the onthe 
| — oyer the month, —— over fo the month, 

— 44 — Sogdias, —— Sogdianus. 

„ xix of Ne- to Erro. 


buchadnezzar, 8 = 
— 196 — in which — at which. 
1 203 — might — there might. 
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